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Chemists  still  favoured 
as  Unicliffe  and . . . 


"Our  research  shows  that  there  is  still  con- 
siderable unexploited  potential  for  sales 
of  Limmits  and  Trimetts,  and  that  there 
is  room  for  growth  through  food  outlets 
without  detriment  to  the  steady  rise  of 
sales  through  chemists  which  we  have  seen 
for  the  past  ten  years." 

That  is  the  comment  of  Mr  Arthur 
McCarten,  marketing  director  of  Unicliffe 
Ltd,  following  the  announcement  by  the 
company  that  they  have  handed  over  res- 
ponsibility for  all  sales  of  Limmits  and 
Trimetts  and  TCP  through  grocery  outlets 
to  Food  Brokers. 

Mr  McCarten  told  C&D  :  "The  fact  that 
our  sales  force  will  concentrate  solely  on 
chemists  can  only  be  to  the  chemists'  ad- 
vantage. Our  sales  force  is  now,  of  course, 
smaller  (29  instead  of  43)  but  it  will  be 
calling  on  many  fewer  outlets  and  can 
spend  much  more  time  with  them,  in  total 
and  individually. 

"The  priority  will  be  on  dietary  aids  first, 
followed  by  TCP  and  Hai  Karate  after 
shave. 

"We  definitely  see  ourselves  as  a  chemist- 
based  company  for  the  indefinite  future. 


In  our  view  chemists  have  one  major 
advantage  over  grocery  outlets  selling  diet- 
ary aids.  Most  serious  slimmers  need  in- 
formed advice,  and  naturally  turn  for  this 
to  their  local  chemist.  This  situation  won't 
change,"  confirmed  Mr  McCarten. 

Encouragement  for  selling  Limmits 
comes  from  Umcliffe's  launch  of  a  heavy 
television  advertising  campaign  (worth 
£300,000)  next  month,  plus  below-the-line 
support  for  Trimetts. 

The  grocery  side  has  been  passed  to 
Food  Brokers  because  it  managed  to  push 
up  sales  of  the  dietary  aids  by  20  per  cent 
during  a  trial  period  in  Scotland  last  year. 
The  contract  is  for  three  years. 

It  was  in  April  that  Mr  B.  Richardson 
of  Unicliffe  told  C&D :  "Limmits  never 
made  claims  to  be  a  chemists-only  line,  and 
grocers  might  logically  have  cornered  the 
market — except  that  chemists  took  them 
on  and  won." 

Mr  McCarten  also  confirmed  that  Uni- 
cliffe is  test  marketing  in  the  Lancashire 
area  a  new  after  shave  called  Censored.  It 
is  a  British  product,  unlike  Hai  Karate 
which  emanated  from  America. 


. . .  Sancella  seek  grocery  trade 


"We're  ready  for  the  grocery  trade".  That 
is  what  Sancella  Ltd  announce  in  a 
double-page  advertisement  for  their  Lib- 
resse  sanitary  towels  in  one  of  last  week's 
grocery  trade  papers. 

The  advertisement  also  reads:  "When 
we  first  went  into  the  chemists,  everyone 
put  our  success  down  to  beginner's  luck. 
But  we  knew  different  .  .  . 

"Now  we  feel  justified  in  saying  our 
success  is  more  by  judgment  than  luck. 


That  we're  ready  for  the  grocery  trade. 
And  you're  ready  for  us." 

So  what  about  Libresse  and  the  future 
with  the  chemist.  C&D  asked  Mr  Victor 
Baylis,  managing  director  of  Sancella.  He 
replied :  "I  want  to  reassure  immediately, 
our  chemist  friends  that  they  can  rely  on 
our  support  remaining  undiminished  in 
the  future. 

"The  background  to  our  current  situa- 
tion is  that  our  major  competitors  intro- 


Mr  H.  M.  Seward 
(centre) ,  managing 
director  of  Keldon 
Ltd,  the  distributing 
company  for  Optrex 
and  Famel,  presented 
two  salesmen  of  the 
year  awards  at  the 
company's  recent 
sales  conference. 
Mr  Paul  Douglas 
(left),  of  Northfleet, 
Kent,  achieved  the 
highest  percentage 
increase  in  unit  sales 
throughout  the  year 
for  Famel  and  Mr  F. 
MacDonald,  Leeds, 
for  Optrex. 


duced  sanitary  protection  products  into 
grocery  outlets  more  than  a  decade  ago. 
Thus,  the  grocer  has  been  stocking  this 
product  category  as  a  normal  item  and  has 
been  putting  extreme  pressure  on  Sancella 
to  provide  Libresse. 

"Whilst  it  was  our  priority  to  support! 
the  chemist  as  long  as  was  possible,  be- 
cause many  of  the  traditional  stockists,  i.e. 
departmental  stores,  chemists,  co-ops,  were 
providing  the  product  to  their  ancillary 
grocery  outlets,  we  have  found  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  tell  other  grocery  buyers 
that  they  could  not  have  the  products. 

"We  do  not  believe  that  the  distribution 
of  Libresse  to  the  grocer  will  occasion  loss 
of  sales  by  the  chemist.  Our  opinion, 
supported  by  research,  is  that  the  majority 
of  users  still  prefer  to  buy  their  require- 
ments in  the  environments  of  the  chemist. 
She  considers  the  pharmacist  to  be  her 
professional  adviser  on  this  very  personal 
subject.  The  consumer  who  will  buy  from 
the  grocer  is  the  consumer  that  has  been 
buying  from  variety  stores  etc,  for  many 
years. 

Libresse  will  continue  to  be  heavily 
supported  in  1973  and  as  already  stated 
the  support  which  we  have  given  the 
chemist  will  continue.  As  an  example,  no 
preferential  prices  will  be  made  available 
to  the  grocery  sector. 

"We  are  grateful  for  the  support  which 
the  chemist  has  given  to  Libresse  in  1972. 
Support  which  has  helped  us  achieve  brand 
leadership  in  disposable  towels  within  14 
months.  We  sincerely  hope  that  the  excel- 
lent relationship  that  has  existed  between 
the  chemist  and  Sancella  Ltd,  will  con- 
tinue uninterrupted." 

During  1973  Sancella  plan  to  spend  in 
excess  of  £200,000  on  promoting  Libresse. 

In  1972  the  company  claim  to  have 
achieved  10-3  per  cent  of  the  disposable 
sanitary  towel  market  against  9  2  per  cent 
for  equivalent  Lilia  White  products. 

Charter  gold  and  silver 
medals  awarded 

The  award  of  two  Charter  Gold  Medals 
and  one  Silver  Medal  was  announced  by 
the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
on  Wednesday. 

The  Gold  Medals,  for  outstanding  ser- 
vices for  a  member  in  promoting  the 
interests  of  pharmacy,  go  to  Miss  Mary 
Burr  and  Mr  Harry  Steinman,  both  long- 
serving  members  of  Council.  The  Silver 
Medal,  for  similar  services  locally,  is 
awarded  to  Mr  Robert  Simpson  Morrison, 
of  Inverness. 

The  medals  will  be  presented  to  the 
recipients  at  the  Society's  annual  meeting 
in  May. 


Disciplinary  meeting 

Another  three-day  session  has  been 
arranged  for  the  Statutory  Committee  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  February  20-22.  The  Committee 
will  begin  or  resume  a  total  of  14  inquiries. 


Late  delivery 


We  apologise  for  the  late  delivery  of  last 
week's  C&D  to  some  subscribers.  This  was 
due  to  a  breakdown  on  the  press  during 
printing. 
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PU  supports 
ilea  for  VAT- 
inclusive  prices 


Supporting  the  view  that  pharmacists  will 
require  VAT-tax-inclusive  retail  prices 
ifter  April  1,  the  National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  point  out  that  any  system  of  price 
marking  which  leaves  to  the  counter  assist- 
ant the  calculation  of  a  retail  price  would 
not  be  acceptable.  The  Union  points  out 
that  mistakes  could  and  would  be  made 
and  the  requirements  of  the  Trade  Des- 
criptions Act  must  be  carefully  borne  in 
mind. 

Because  of  the  price  freeze  the  union 
regard  it  as  essential  that  members  be 
given  guidance  as  to  the  correct  VAT 
inclusive  price  to  be  used  after  April  1 
in  order  to  maintain  the  correct  margin. 
This  can  only  be  done  if  recommended 
prices  including  VAT,  are  available — 
single  sales  are  common  in  pharmacy  and 
prices  are  low.  Prices  "rounded"  in  accord- 
ance with  VAT  Notice  700  are  required. 

A  plea  to  manufacturers  is  also  made 
by  the  Union  concerning  resale  price  main- 
tenance of  medicines  and  it  is  hoped  that 
they  will  do  everything  possible  to  pre- 
serve the  existing  situation  by  quoting  tax 
inclusive  prices. 

□  The  broadsheet  detailing  the  NPU  sta- 
tionery specially  designed  for  VAT  records 
(see  C&D,  January  20,  p  81),  is  now  going 
out  to  its  members.  The  full  accounting 
system  (cash  book  and  ledger)  costs  £14; 
the  cash  book  alone  £6  and  VAT  ledger 
£9.  (NPU  Group,  321  Chase  Road,  Lon- 
don N14  5BR). 

New  order  to  control 
non-medicinal  antibiotics 

A  draft  order  seeking  to  continue  and 
extend  the  control  of  antibiotics  has  been 
laid  before  Parliament.  It  is  concerned 
with  substances  used  for  non-medicinal 
purposes  (eg  in  horticulture),  which  have 
so  far  been  controlled  by  regulations  made 
under  the  Therapeutic  Substances  Act 
1956. 

The  main  object  of  the  Order  is  to 
permit  control  to  be  continued  under  the 
Medicines  Act  1968  when  the  1956  Act 
is  repealed.  It  covers  substances  which  are 
not  medicinal  products  but  which  are  or 
contain  antibiotics  and  substances  with 
similar  antigenic  properties,  sulphanila- 
mide  and  its  derivatives  with  anti-micro- 
bial  properties,  and  the  nitrofurans. 

The  Order,  if  approved,  will  pave  the 
way  for  Ministers  to  set  up  a  committee 
under  the  Medicines  Act  to  advise  on  the 
whole  field  of  use  of  antibiotics  and  rela- 
ted substances.  This  was  suggested  by  the 
Joint  Committee  on  the  Use  of  Anti- 
biotics in  Animal  Husbandry  and  Veteri- 
nary Medicine  (the  Swann  Committee). 

Under   the    Order    Ministers   will,  if 


Cash  prizes  totalling  £1,000  were  offered  by  Coty  in  their  recent  fragrance 
display  competition.  The  first  prize  of  £300  was  won  by  London 
Co-operative  Society,  High  Street,  Acton.  Picture  shows  the  store  manager, 
Mr  N.  F.  Griffiths,  receiving  the  cheque  from  Mr  H.  R.  Hornsby  (right), 
Coty  sales  manager  (Southern),  watched  by  Mrs  Lillian  Simminds  (senior 
assistant)  and  Mrs  Peggy  Inns  (display) 


thought  necessary,  be  able  to  apply  the 
Medicines  Act  licensing  system  to  these 
substances  and  to  regulate  sales  and 
supply,  labelling,  description  and  adver- 
tising. 

The  Medicines  (Extension  to  Antimicro- 
bial Substances)  Order  1972,  HM  Station- 
ery Office,  price  £0-05. 

FDA  approval  for 
fenfluramine 

Fenfluramine  is  to  be  placed  under  the 
least  control  of  all  anti-obesity  drugs,  if 
recommendations  of  the  United  States 
Food  and  Drug  Administration  are  carried 
out.  It  will  be  the  only  drug  placed  in 
Schedule  IV:  amphetamines  by  injection 
and  in  combination  will  be  banned  com- 
pletely and  amphetamine-only  products 
will  be  placed  under  the  stricter  control 
of  Schedule  II.  Other  products  for  obesity 
are  likely  to  be  placed  in  Schedule  III — 
the  higher  the  schedule,  the  milder  the 
control. 

Work  was  carried  out  by  the  FDA 
appointed  consultant  panel  on  anoretic 
drugs  and  its  recommendations  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  Bureau  of  Narcotics  and 
Dangerous  Drugs.  All  anoretics  were 
reviewed  and  the  panel  recommended  that 
their  use  should  be  restricted,  with  the 
exception  of  fenfluramine,  on  the  basis 
of  abuse  potential. 

"This  news,"  says  Mr  Neville  Santer, 
deputy  managing  director  of  Servier 
Laboratories  Ltd.  manufacturers  of 
Ponderax  (fenfluramine)  "illustrates  that 
the  FDA  have  recognised  the  safety  of 
this  drug  in  the  treatment  of  overweight, 
compared  with  the  amphetamine  based 
preparations.  In  the  United  States  will  be 
marketed  as  Pondimin  by  A.  H.  Robins 
Ltd. 

December  sales 

The  retail  sales  indices  for  chemists  in 
December  were:  all  chem'sts  262  (  +  20 
per  cent)  and  independents  200  (+14  per 
cent).  Figures  for  multiples  and  Co-opera- 
tive chemists  are  not  available. 


DITB  book  to  help 
small  traders 

Britain's  shoppers  are  spending  more  than 
ever,  yet  every  year  more  shopkeepers 
close  their  businesses. 

They  are  mainly  smaller  independent 
traders  and  one  of  the  main  causes  of  fail- 
ure is  the  lack  of  a  clear  trading  policy. 

The  problems  are  tackled  in  Mind  your 
own  business,  a  book  published  by  the 
Distributive  Industry  Training  Board.  It 
shows  the  retailer  how  to  assess  the  market, 
work  out  the  spending  in  his  area,  calcu- 
late his  share  of  the  market,  plan  his  stock 
assortment  and  prices,  make  the  best  use 
of  space,  use  business  ratios,  analyse  costs 
.  .  .  and  .  .  .  budget. 

The  book  will  be  on  sale  in  bookshops 
at  £0  70  or  can  be  obtained  from  the 
board's  publications  department  on  ap- 
plication. Levy-payers  using  the  board's 
"under  sixty  scheme"  are  being  sent  a 
copy  free.  Trade  associations  ordering 
bulk  supplies  can  get  special  terms. 
□  Within  a  month  of  the  opening  of  the 
scheme,  more  than  100  firms  have  applied 
for  the  Distributive  Training  Award, 
launched  by  the  Distributive  Industry 
Training  Board  to  identify  the  best 
trainers.  Applications  are  reported  from 
all  sizes  of  business — from  the  big  house- 
hold names  to  small  companies  with  one 
shop. 


Ulster  News 

There  was  a  good  attendance  of  members 
on  lanuary  23,  when  Dr  N.  J.  Harper, 
director  of  group  research  and  develop- 
ment. Sterling  Winthrop  Ltd.  spoke  to 
members  of  the  Northern  Ireland  Society 
on  "The  Research  Role  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Industry." 

Dr  Harper  outlined  the  sequence  of 
events  which  result  in  the  marketing  of  a 
medicinal  product  and  referred  specially 
to  the  role  of  the  pharmacist  as  a  member 
of  the  research  team. 
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Company 
News 


Macarthys  half-year 
profits  ahead 

Turnover  of  Macarthys  Pharmaceuticals 
Ltd  for  the  half  year  ended  October  31, 
1972,  was  £l5  05m  against  £13- 14m  in  the 
comparable  period  of  1971.  Group  profit, 
before  tax,  rose  from  £503.000  to  £680,000 
and  the  directors  expect  the  second  half 
to  at  least  equal  the  first  half.  After  tax  of 
£252,000  (£201.000)  the  net  profit  was 
£378.000  (£302,000).  Progress  has  been  well 
maintained  in  all  major  activities,  state  the 
directors. 

Another  good  year 
for  Eli  Lilly 

Increased  sales  and  income  for  the 
twelfth  consecutive  year  are  announced 
by  Eli  Lilly  and  Co. 

Worldwide  sales  for  1972  totalled  $819  7 
million  compared  with  $723-3m  in  1971. 
Net  income  was  $126  3m  ($1-85  a  share) 
compared  with  $100-5  (SL48  a  share)  in 
the  preceding  year. 

In  the  fourth  quarter,  consolidated  sales 
were  $192  7m  in  1972  and  $179-8m  in 
1971.  Fourth  quarter  net  income  was 
$311m  in  1972,  compared  with  $26-8m  in 
1971. 

Mr  E.  N.  Beesley,  chairman  of  the  Lilly 
board,  reported  that  each  of  the  com- 
pany's marketing  groups  contributed  to 
the  1972  sales  increase  both  in  the  United 
States  and  abroad. 


Fisons  in  deal 
with  US  company 

Fisons  Ltd  have  entered  into  an  agreement 
with  Diagnostic  Data,  a  US  pharmaceuti- 
cal company  of  Mountain  View,  Cali- 
fornia, to  market  orgotein,  a  drug  for  the 
treatment  of  arthritis. 

The  licensing  arrangement,  providing 
for  a  cash-down  payment  of  $250,000  and 
royalties  on  sales  following  official  ap- 
proval for  human  use,  covers  the  UK  and 
certain  other  major  European  and  Com- 
monwealth countries. 


Yardley  'advanced 
strongly'  in  the  UK 

It  seems  probable  the  perfumery  and 
cosmetics  group  will  be  substantially  more 
profitable  in  1972-73,  says  the  annual  report 
of  British-American  Tobacco. 

About  the  twelve  months  to  September 
30,  1972  the  directors  state  that  the  in- 
crease in  profits  from  perfumery  and 
cosmetics  made  in  other  parts  of  the  world 


was  more  than  offset  by  losses  of  Yardley 
in  the  US.  The  figure  was  £12m  compared 
with  £13m.  In  the  UK  Yardley  advanced 
strongly. 

Turnover  of  the  group  in  the  year  was 
£2.037  5m  (against  £l,846  7m).  Profit  be- 
fore tax  was  £16L56m  (£155  26m). 

Seton  group  plans 
export  drive 

To  co-ordinate  the  Seton  group's  plans  to 
increase  its  overseas  sales — which  already 
account  for  25  per  cent  of  its  £l-million- 
plus  turnover — Mr  Dennis  J.  Mundey  has 
been  appointed  export  sales  manager. 

"My  first  priority  is  a  tour  of  Europe, 
including  both  Common  Market  and 
EFTA  countries,  and  EEC  Associates 
such  as  Greece",  said  Mr  Mundey. 

"I  shall  be  talking  to  hospital  suppliers 
and  wholesale  chemists  on  the  Continent, 
and  looking  to  strengthen  our  existing  net- 
work of  agents  and  distributors.  As  a 
second  step,  I  am  planning  to  appoint  a 
team  of  European  representatives  with 
specialised  knowledge  of  our  products." 

Benn  expansion: 
new  office  opened 

A  milestone  in  the  history  of  the  Benn 
group — publishers  of  Chemist  &  Druggist 
— was  the  official  opening  on  January  25 
of  the  new  office  at  Tonbridge,  Kent, 
where  five  journals  will  have  their  head- 
quarters in  addition  to  the  Ernest  Benn 
book  publishing  subsidiary,  which  cele- 
brates its  50th  anniversary  this  year.  The 
opening  ceremony  was  performed  by  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Kent,  Lord  Astor. 

The  new  unit  has  been  set  up  as  part 
of  the  pattern  of  decentralisation  adopted 
by  the  group.  C&D  remains  at  25  New 
Street  Square. 


Hoechst  increase 

Pre-tax  profit  of  Farbwerke  Hoechst  AG 
group  rose  about  15  per  cent  in  1972 
against  1971  while  post-tax  profit  was 
unchanged.  Preliminary  1972  figures  show 
worldwide  sales  increased  to  DM13.500 
million  from  DM  12,717m. 


Profit  recovery 


For  the  half  year  to  October  31,  1972, 
Kingsley  and  Keith  (Chemicals)  Ltd's 
profits  rose  from  £59,395  to  £123.742  before 
tax  of  £57.900  against  £31,100.  The  interim 
dividend  is  held  at  12|  per  cent.  The  group 
has  forecast  profits  from  £168,470  to  not 
less  than  £250,000  pre-tax  in  the  year  to 
April  30. 


Appointments 


Wellcome  Foundation  Ltd:  Mr  Gilbert  F 
Macdonald,  FPS.  veterinary  sales  manage 
of  the  company's  UK  and  Ireland  regio 
at  Berkhamsted,  has  been  appointed  mar 
ager  of  the  veterinary  and  agriculture) 
marketing  division,  group  marketing  direc 
torate.  He  will  be  based  at  the  Wellcom 
Building,  Euston  Road,  London.  Mr  Mac 
donald.  who  received  a  Fellowship  of  th 
Pharmaceutical  Society  in  1972,  joined  th 


Mr  G.  H.  Macdonald 

company  in  1946  as  a  copywriter  in  tl 
publicity  department  at  Euston  Road  ar 
then  occupied  various  positions  in  tl 
veterinary  division  until  becoming  sal* 
manager  in  1959. 

Mr  Basil  H.  Brown,  BSc,  at  present  fie 
sales  manager,  veterinary  division,  su> 
ceeds  Mr  Macdonald. 

Messrs  Dennis  G.  Heath,  FPS,  ar 
D.  W.  J.  Milligan,  at  present  veterinai 
sales  representative  for  the  Midlands  ar 
North-east  England  have  been  appointf 
as  southern  and  northern  area  managers. 

Jean  Sorelle  Ltd  have  made  the  followir 
appointments:  Messrs  Michael  Cunc 
representative  in  the  West  Country;  Ala 
Collins  in  East  Scotland  and  Christophi 
Jenkins  in  Wales.  Mr  Robert  Geller  w; 
recently  appointed  development  manage 
He  will  be  responsible  for  formulatir 
packaging  design  and  sales  material. 

Boots  Ltd:  Mr  A.  A.  Binney  and  Mr  V 
Cooper  have  been  appointed  directors 
the  retail  pharmacy  subsidiary  while  IV 
G.  Buxton,  Mr  G.  A.  Hollows  and  W 
S.  A.  B.  Kipping  have  been  appoints 
directors  of  Boots  Pure  Drug  Co  Ltd. 

Dr  Kenneth  Bentley,  assistant  researc 
director  of  Reckitt  &  Colman  pharmaceut 
cal  division,  has  been  appointed  honorai 
professor  of  chemistry  of  the  University  < 
Hull.  This  follows  previous  appointmen 
as  an  honorary  reader  and  honorary  1& 


February  1973 

er.  His  duties  include  the  preparation  of 
I  urses  on  medicinal  chemistry  and  the 
1  (livery  of  a  series  of  lectures. 
I  Dr  Bentley,  who  has  been  with  Reckitt 
Colman  for  10  years,  won  a  bronze 
edal  in  the  First  Chemical  Society  Award 
r  Medicinal  Chemistry  last  year.  The 
I  vard,  which  was  made  on  the  basis  of  pub- 
ihed  work  over  a  seven-year  period,  re- 
llted  from  the  discovery  and  study  of  a 
[  oup  of  extremely  potent  analgesics.  One 
.:  the  group  was  put  on  the  market  in 
)70  as  the  veterinary  drug  Immobilon, 
;ed  extensively  throughout  the  world  for 
^mobilising  wild  game  when  the  need  for 
lrgical  operation  or  marking  arises. 

legent  Laboratories  Ltd:  Mr  S.  Adrian 
lllis  has  been  appointed  a  director  as 
•om  February  2.  Mr  Willis  joined  the 
Dmpany  as  home  sales  manager  in  1969. 
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Topical  reflections 


BY  XRAYSER 


The  image 


lr  A.  G.  Garrett,  MPS,  representing 
leneral  practice,  and  Mr  S.  Shaw,  FPS, 
|roup  chief  pharmacist,  North  Middlesex 
Tospital,  recently  gave  a  talk  to  the  Hos- 
pital's Medical  Society  on  "Aspects  of  pre- 
|cribing".  About  30-40  doctors  attended. 

;r  Geoff  Hawkins  of  Bowater-Scott's 
,,'ales  and  West  Midlands  region  has  won 
;he  company  salesman  of  the  year  award 
:or  1972  after  only  two  years  with  Bo- 
water-Scott.  He  was  chosen  from  seven 
■egional  salesmen  of  the  year. 

Mr  A.  G.  M.  Madge  has  been  elected 
secretary  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
pharmacy  group,  and  Mrs  Elspeth  Baxter 

treasurer — in  effect  an  exchange  of  "hats". 

Deaths 

Martin:  On  January  26,  Mr  Leonard 
Thomas  Martin,  MPS,  145  Reculver  Road, 
Beltinge,  Heme  Bay.  Mr  Martin  qualified 
in  1937. 

Williamson:  On  January  30,  Mr  Andrew 
Williamson,  MPS,  of  17  Kylintra  Crescent, 
Grantown  on  Spey.  Morayshire,  aged  66. 
Mr  Williamson  qualified  in  1933  after 
training  in  Edinburgh.  He  was  a  former 
manager  for  Boots  Ltd  at  Grantown  on 
Spey,  retiring  in  1967. 


News  in  brief 

□  The  Value  Added  Tax  (Cars)  Order 
1972  (SI  1972,  No.  1970)  provides,  subject 
to  specified  conditions,  for  the  tax  charge- 
able on  the  supply  of  a  used  car  by  a 
taxable  person  to  be  charged  only  on  the 
excess,  if  any,  of  the  price  which  that 
person  obtains  for  the  car  over  the  price 
which  he  gave  for  it. 

□  A  new  annual  publication  covering  the 
UK  aerosol  market,  Aerosol  Index,  is 
scheduled  for  release  in  June.  Expected  to 
list  nearly  2,400  products,  the  index  will 
cost  £10  plus  £2  for  an  updating  service 


For  some  considerable  time  now  pharmacy  has  made  much  of  the  need 
to  "improve  the  image"  and  in  that  somewhat  ambiguous  ambition  it 
finds  itself  in  very  good  company,  for  everywhere  one  turns  there  seems 
to  be  an  urge  to  improve  -images  of  one  kind  and  another.  It  means  I  take 
it  to  create  a  good  impression,  and  I  set  out  on  a  series  of  expeditions 
to  see  if  I  could  discover  the  effect  pharmacy  produced  on  me  by  the  face 
it  presented  to  public  view. 

My  reaction  to  it  all  is,  of  course,  coloured  by  what  I  on:e  knew,  and 
i  have  no  doubt  that  my  views  will  stamp  me  as  being  thoroughly  outdated. 
What  I  saw  were  displays  of  hair  sprays,  hair  "colourants",  toothpastes  and 
shampoos,  to  name  but  a  few,  all  boldly  ticketed  with  a  recommended 
price  which  had  been  stroked  through,  and  "our"  price,  which  showed 
considerable  reductions.  It  all  closely  resembled  the  sales  period  in  the 
larqe  stores  following  Christmas  or  at  stocktaking  time. 

Close  observation  of  a  number  of  establishments  over  a  period  forced  me 
to  conclude  that  they  are  in  a  continuing  state  of  clearance  sales^The  only 
slogan  missing  was  "Closing  Down".  And  in  that  particular  regard  the 
pharmacy  is  indistinguishable  from  the  heterogeneous  array  of  similar 
places  in  the  shopping  thoroughfares. 

I  have  not  myself  been  immune  from  pressure  from  young  salesmen 
who  seem  to  be  prepared  to  bargain  in  the  manner  of  the  market-place  and 
who  look  astonished  and  affronted  when  asked  why,  if  that  is  the  special 
price  it  cannot  be  made  the  regular  price.  Some  have  gone  even  further 
and  offered  "free"  tights  with  their  cut-price  wares— and  I  have  seen  them 
displayed  in  pharmacies  to  which  people  are  wont  to  go  on  serious 
errands  connected  with  illness. 

Common  market 

It  may  be  that  the  public  has  become  accustomed  to  such  displays  and  is 
unaffected  by  them,  but  is  it  the  proper  atmosphere  in  which  to  engage  in 
the  serious  activities  of  the  pharmacist?  There  seems  to  be  no  end  to 
the  erosion.  One  does  not  find  that  sort  of  commercial  bon  marche 
flamboyance  in  pharmacies  across  the  Channel. 

And  yet  in  discussing  ethical  pharmacy  in  the  Common  Market,  Mr 
D  N  Sharpe  (a  member  of  the  NPU  Executive  Committee)  told  a  student 
conference  that  it  was  more  likely  that  pharmacy  on  the  Continent  would 
follow  the  trend  of  British  pharmacy  than  vice  versa.  I  think  that  is  unlikely. 
But  Mr  Sharpe  did  say  that,  in  his  own  experience,  the  public  appreciated 
the  service  provided  in  a  professional  pharmacy. 

Surely,  with  the  long  and  arduous  training  undergone  by  the  students  they 
will  be  looking  for  an  opportunity  to  use  their  professional  skills  in  a 
professional  atmosphere.  It  may  be  that  closer  contact  with  the  Continent 
will  hasten  the  development  of  professional  pharmacy  here— though  other 
factors  are  at  work— and  we  may  see  the  eventual  discarding  of  extraneous 
activities  But  the  struggle  will  be  a  hard  one  involving  initial  sacrifice. 


between  issues.  Details  from  the  compilers, 
Valerie  Kinglake  and  Patrick  Moxey.  90 
York  Mansions,  Prince  of  Wales  Drive, 
London  SW11. 

□  Over  260  employees  and  guests  attended 
the  annual  dinner/dance  of  the  Billington 
group  of  companies  held  in  Birmingham 


recently.  Mr  F.  A.  Billington,  chairman, 
welcomed  new  pharmacists  and  thanked 
both  retail  and  wholesale  departments  for 
a  "very  successful  year". 

□  Thiophenate.  prepared  for  veterinary 
use  has  been  freed  of  purchase  tax  from 
January  30.  under  Purchase  Tax  (No  1) 
Directive  1973. 


The  ABC  of 

The  list  of  successful  products  travelling  in  a  Metal  Box  plastics  tube  is 
now  varied,  impressive  and  long.  It  includes  cosmetic,  totfetry,  pharmaceutical, 
food,  horticultural  and  other  outlets.  The  tube  protects  its  contents  efficiently. 
It's  lightweight  and  economical.  It  can  be  clear,  opaque  or  with  high  quality 
multi-colour  decoration.  There  are  many  ingenious  ways  of  dispensing,!! 

and  Metal  Box  has  experience  of  them  all.)  I 


Tube  travelling 

If  your  product  could  travel  to  its  market  by  tube,  our  experience,  service  and 
backup  will  put  it  on  the  right  line  to  success.  There  are  many  other  packs  in 
the  timetable.  We  can  also  put  you  on  the  right  lines  for  custom  moulding. 

<J^)  Metal  Box-Leaders  in  plastics 

Plastics  Group  of  The  Metal  Box  Company  Limited,  37  Baker  Street,  London  W1A1AN  Telephone:  01-486  5577  MB54-43 


*Canovel  is  a  valuable 
nutritional  supplement  for  dogs  and  cats, 
providing  factors  which  may  easily  be 
lacking  in  an  every  day  diet.  It  is  especially 
useful  for  growing  puppies  and  kittens, 
lactating  bitches,  convalescent  animals  and 
in  any  situation  where  there  may  be  stress. 

Veterinary  Surgeons  and  Nutritionists 
have  been  recommending  Canovel  for  well 
over  ten  years  now.  Indeed,  it  is  now  one  of 
the  few  products  available  which  is 
manufactured  to  sufficiently  exacting 
standards  to  be  used  by  Veterinary  Surgeons 
for  the  treatment  of  nutritional  deficiencies. 
Small  wonder  that  Canovel  forms  part  of 
the  diet  of  many  successful  show  dogs ! 

During  the  coming  weeks  we  shall  be 
mounting  a  major  advertising  campaign  in 
the  lay  and  specialist  press,  including  such 
publications  as  Radio  Times,  Our  Dogs, 
Tailwagger,  etc.  This  will  channel 
considerably  increased  demand  through  the 
chemist.  Canovel  can  be  obtained  in 
containers  of  50,  200  and  1 ,000  tablets  from 
your  usual  wholesaler  or  direct  from 
Beecham. 

Beech  am  Veterinary  Products 

Beecham  House,  Brentford,  Middx.  TW8  9BD 
Telephone  01-560  51 51 .  *Read- 
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ind  packs 
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Cosmetics  and  toiletries 

Orlane  powder  compacts 

Pressed  powder  compacts  (£195)  are  the 
latest  addition  to  the  new  Orlane  range  of 
makeup  products.  Bright  orange,  and  rec- 
tangular in  shape,  the  compact  holds  a 
mirror  in  the  lid  and  includes  a  soft,  wash- 
able puff.  The  fine  powder,  says  Orlane, 
is  micro-filtered  and  compressed  and  sup- 
plied in  five  shades.  Available  from  March 
1,  with  refills  for  sale  from  April  1  (Jean 
DAlbret-Orlane  Ltd,  125  High  Holborn, 
London  WC1V  6BR). 

Looking  Glass  lipsticks 

Innoxa  have  introduced  five  new  lipstick 
shades  called  Looking  Glass  colours  to 
their  Jewelfast  range.  They  are  so  named, 
say  Innoxa,  because  of  their  high  gloss 
and  see-through  transparency  qualities. 
The  new  shades  are  Clearly  Marigold, 
Clearly  Poppy,  Clearly  Fuchsia,  Clearly 
Clover  and  Clearly  Chocolate.  For  sale 
from  March  21  (Innoxa  Ltd,  13  New 
Bond  Street,  London  W1F  9PF). 

Avocado  range  extras 

Two  new  additions  to  Coty's  Air  Spun 
avocado  skin  care  collection  are  refining 
mask  (£0-85)  and  eye  creme  (£0  85). 

The  mask,  say  Coty,  contains  avocado 
oils  and  vitamins  and  is  recommended  for 
all  skin  types.  They  claim  it  refines  the 
pores  and  helps  restore  and  tone  as  well 
as  relaxing  tired  lines.  The  eye  creme  is 
also  a  concentrated  blend  of  avocado  oils 
and  vitamins  and  provides  a  protective  film 
that,  they  say,  helps  restore  elasticity  and 
supplement  oils  and  moisture  deficiencies. 
Coty  also  recommend  this  product  as  being 
"excellent  for  chapped  lips".  Both  avail- 
able from  mid-March  (Coty  Ltd,  Coty 
House,  3  Stratford  Place,  London  WIN 
9AE). 

Rimmel's  new  shades 

Rimmel  forecast  a  fashion  turn  to  soft 
blues  and  greens  for  Spring  and  Summer 
and,  with  this  in  mind,  have  introduced 
two  four-colour  combinations  in  their 
range  of  compressed  eye  shadow  palettes. 
The  new  colours  are  iced  blue /sea /blue/ 
navy  and  iced  willow  /green /mint /fern 
(£0-34).  Each  palette  contains  a  foam 
applicator.  The  shades  of  iced  willow  and 
iced  blue  are  the  new  frosted  colours  that 
Rimmel  have  also  added  to  the  individual 
compressed  eye  shadow  compacts  (£01 5). 
(Rimmel  International  Ltd,  17  Cavendish 
Square,  London  Wl). 

A/may  goes  pink 

New  lipstick  colours  from  Almay  in  their 
Colour  Moist  range  are  Sweet  Pink,  a 
pink-blue;   Red   Hot   Pink:   and  Smokey 


Pink,  a  subtle  pink  with  brown  tones. 
Three  new  shades  have  also  been  added 
to  the  Colour  Moist  Pearl  range.  These  are  : 
Sugar  Pink,  a  blue  pink;  Radiant  Pink,  a 
red  pink;  and  Pink  Haze,  a  coffee  pink. 

These  new  lipsticks  will  be  supported  by 
colour  advertising  in  both  weekly  and 
monthly  national  women's  magazines 
(Almay  Cosmetics  Ltd,  9a  New  Bond 
Street,  London  Wl). 

Sundries 

'Ready-to-wear'  bandages 

Seton  Products  Ltd  have  introduced 
"ready-to-wear"  bandages  woven  into  an 
elastic  net  from  a  combination  of  body 
and  limb  sizes.  The  new  bandages  are 
intended  for  immediate  fitting  to  retain 
dressings  on  the  thigh,  perineum,  axilla 
or  thorax  of  male  and  female  patients; 
areas  which,  say  the  manufacturers,  have 
previously  been  extremely  difficult  to 
cover  effectively  with  traditional  bandages. 

There  are  five  woven,  jointless,  Surgifix 
garments:  a  sleeved  vest,  vest  with  one 
sleeve,  vest  without  sleeves,  pantie  with 
one  leg  and  a  pantie.  Each  garment  is 
individually  sealed  in  an  autoclavable  pack 
and  all  are  suitable  for  use  in  the  operat- 
ing theatre  and  emergency  units. 

Seton  have  also  taken  over  responsi- 
bility as  sole  distributors,  for  the  UK  and 
the  Republic  of  Ireland,  of  Surgifix,  the 
original  patented  range  of  net  bandages. 
Supplied  in  ten  metre  rolls  only,  Surgifix 
is  available  in  ten  different  sizes.  The 
bandages,  claim  Seton,  can  be  cut  any- 
where without  laddering  or  loss  of  elasti- 
city (Seton  Products  Ltd,  Tubiton  House, 
Medlock  Street,  Oldham  OL1  3HS). 

Shaving  brushes 

Recently  introduced  lines  from  the  Pro- 
gress Shaving  Brush  company  include  the 
Vulfix  Continental  style  Pure  Badger  and 
Super  Badger  shaving  brushes.  These 
brushes  range  in  price  from  £2-30  to  £9-00 
and  each  one  is  guaranteed  for  two  years 
against  faulty  manufacture  (Progress 
Shaving  Brush  (Vulfix)  Ltd,  Peel  Road, 
Douglas,  Isle  of  Man). 

Travel  and  cosmetic  bags 

Coriander  is  the  name  of  another  new  range 
of  cotton  fabric  cosmetic  purses  and  travel 
holdalls  with  a  gay  floral  design  from 
Jackel  &  Co  Ltd.  The  range  consists  of  a 
new  style  zip  cosmetic  purse  and  three  clip 
cosmetic  purses,  two  clip  holdalls  and  two 
zip  holdalls,  including  the  Satchel  bag. 
Coriander  is  available  in  a  three-colour 
assortment,  the  predominant  colours  being 
blue,  plus  red  and  green  on  white.  For  sale 
from  March  (Jacquelle  Sales.  Kitty  Brews- 
ter Estate,  Blyth,  Northumberland). 


Prescription 
specialities 


DOLASAN  tablets 

Manufacturer  Eli  Lilly  &  Co  Ltd,  Basing- 
stoke, Hants. 

Description  Orange  tablets,  coded  "C54", 
each  containing  dextropropoxyphene  nap- 
sylate  lOOmg  and  acetylsalicylic  acid 
325mg 

Indications  Relief  of  mild  to  moderate  pain 
Contraindications  Hypersensitivity  to  one 
of  the  ingredients.  Not  intended  for  ad- 
ministration to  children. 
Dosage  One  tablet  three  or  four  times 
daily.  The  dose  should  not  normally  be 
exceeded. 

Precautions  May  impair  ability  in  car 
driving  or  operating  machinery,  especially 
in  first  few  days  of  therapy.  Caution  in  the 
presence  of  peptic  ulcer.  Safety  in  preg- 
nancy not  established 
Side  effects  Dizziness,  headache,  sedation, 
somnolence,  paradoxical  excitement,  in- 
somnia, skin  rashes,  gastrointestinal  dis- 
turbances have  been  reported  from  dextro- 
propoxyphene. Euphoria  may  occasionally 
occur.  Aspirin  may  induce  hypersensitivity, 
urate  kidney  stones,  chronic  gastrointesti- 
nal blood  loss,  tinnitus,  nausea  and  vomit- 
ing 

Pack  Bottle  of  100  (£130  trade) 

Supply  restrictions  PL  SI 

Issued  February   1973   (not  available  in 

Eire) 
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Specialised  formula  foods 

Following  the  amalgamation  of  the  Cow  & 
Gate  and  Trufood  sales  offices  last  year, 
the  Trufood  range  of  specialised  formula 
foods  is  now  being  rebranded  and  the  pro- 
ducts will,  in  future,  be  sold  as  Cow  &  Gate 
specialised  formula  foods.  Both  the  com- 
position of  the  foods  and  the  main  title — 
e.g.  Minafen,  Locasol — remain  unaltered. 

The  change  coincides  with  the  introduc- 
tion of  new  labels  for  the  products  to  con- 
form with  the  new  Labelling  of  Foods 
Regulations  1970,  which  came  into  force 
on  January  1,  with  a  lowering  of  the  quoted 
calorific  values  resulting  from  new  factors 
laid  down  in  the  Regulations. 

Galactomin  17  and  Locasol  are  already 
being  issued  in  packs  carrying  the  new 
labels  with  the  Cow  &  Gate  logo  in  red, 
and  these  will  be  applied  to  the  rest  of  the 
range  as  stocks  of  the  existing  labels  be- 
come exhausted. 

Except  where  it  is  known  that  conditions 
lor  which  they  are  applicable  exist,  it  is 
not  recommended  that  these  specialised 
formula  foods  should  be  stocked.  If  they 
are  required  supplies  can  be  obtained  from 
wholesalers  or  direct  from  Cow  &  Gate 
Baby  Foods,  Guildford,  Surrey. 

Wheat  Diet  repackaged 

Ritters  Wheat  Diet  (£0-29),  Cernelle  & 
Ritter  Ltd,  Scandia  House,  Whitemore 
Road,  Guildford,  Surrey,  is  now  packed 
in  new  four-colour  cartons  which  feature 
illustrated  recipes.  The  protein,  apple  and 
yoghurt  content  of  the  product  has  been 
"greatly  increased",  say  the  makers,  "to 
provide  more  flavour  and  nourishment". 

Details  of  the  Ritters  seven  day  slimming 
diet  are  also  printed  on  the  new  carton 
together  with  calorie  information  and  a 
product  analysis. 

The  makers  are  planning  to  exhibit  at 
the  forthcoming  Ideal  Home  Exhibition, 
where  there  product  will  be  featured  as 
part  of  the  Associated  Health  Foods  dis- 
play of  slimming  foods. 

Knox  denta!  sales  team 

The  Oral-B  tooth  and  gum  brush  and 
Bocasan  (oxygenating  mouth  rinse  avail- 
able on  Form  EC14  and  over  the  counter) 
are  now  being  supported  by  a  new  Knox 
Laboratories  dental  detail  force,  in  addi- 
tion to  a  national  advertising  campaign  to 
dentists. 

Distribution  of  the  chemist-only  products 
will  be  through  the  usual  wholesale  chan- 
nels. Inquiries  should  be  addressed  to  the 
Dental  health  division,  Knox  Laboratories 
Ltd,  50  Weston  Road.  Aston  Clinton, 
Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

Economy  Right  Guard 

Gillette  Industries  Ltd.  Great  West  Road. 
Isleworth.  Middx,  have  now  launched  a 


new  economy  size  Right  Guard  anti-per- 
spirant  because,  they  say,  of  "the  trend 
towards  larger-size  deodorants".  And 
special  cans  now  available  offer  an  extra 
bonus  on  the  new  260g  size.  33  per  cent 
more  content  for  the  same  recommended 
price. 

Spring  showrooms 

Jackel  &  Co  Ltd.  Shuna  Place,  Maryhill. 
Glasgow,  are  exhibiting  their  Spring  ranges 
at  Glasgow,  St  Enoch  hotel,  February  12- 
15;  Edinburgh.  North  British  hotel,  Febru- 
ary 19-22:  Elgin,  Gordon  Arms  hotel,  Feb- 
ruary 26;  Inverness.  Caledonian  hotel,  Feb- 
ruary 28-March  1;  Dundee,  Tay  Centre 
hotel,  afternoon  of  March  20-22;  Aber- 
deen, Gloucester  hotel,  afternoon  of  March 
27-29. 

Depot  closing 

The  Ashton  depot  of  Sinclair  Pharmaceuti- 
cals will  be  closed  from  February  16  and 
all  orders  should  be  redirected  to  Sinclair 
Pharmaceuticals  Ltd.  8  Ockford  Road. 
Godalming.  Surrey. 

Correction 

The  Highlighter  stand  from  lackel  &  Co 
Ltd  featured  in  the  Sunglasses  supplement, 
C&D  issue  lanuary  27,  displays  sunglasses 
from  their  Sunbrella  range  and  not  the 
Solabra  range  as  stated. 

Amendments  to  lists 

Stocks  are  exhausted  and  therefore  the 
pack  of  50  tablets  of  Nydrane  has  now 
been  discontinued.  Rona  Laboratories  Ltd, 
Cadwell  Lane,  Hitchin  SG4  OSF.  state  that 
the  packs  of  100  and  500  tablets  continue 
to  be  available. 

Armour  Pharmaceutical  Co  Ltd,  Hampden 
Park,  Eastbourne,  Sussex  BN  22  9AG,  an- 
nounce the  introduction  of  a  new  pack  of 
30  capsules  (£2  04)  for  Chymocyclar.  The 
present  smaller  pack  of  16  capsules  will 
be  discontinued  in  February  as  and  when 
existing  stocks  are  exhausted. 

Paines  &  Byrne  Ltd.  Pabyrn  Laboratories, 
Perivale,  Greenford,  Middlesex,  announce 
that  the  crystalline  L-amino-acid  solution 
Vamin  is  now  available  in  bottles  of  1  litre 
(£6-80)  in  addition  to  the  500  ml  bottle 
already  listed. 

Bonus  offer 

Vine  Products  Ltd,  Kingston-upon- 
Thames.  Vibrona.  Two  free  bottles  with 
every  Vibrona  order  until  March  17. 


Romotbns 

Lisferine's  new  campaign 

A  new  advertising  campaign  commenced 
this  month  for  Listerine  antiseptic  mouth- 
wash. Sixteen  sheet-sized  posters  are  dis- 
played in  London's  most  heavily  used 
underground  stations  and  are  aimed  at 
"highlighting  the  anti-bad  breath  proper- 
ties of  the  product".  The  campaign,  created 
by  J.  Walter  Thompson,  will  continue 
throughout  the  year  (Lambert  Chemical  Co 
Ltd,  Chestnut  Avenue,  Eastleigh,  Hants). 
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Gillette  blade  merchandiser 

Gillette  are  now  offering  a  new  merchan- 
diser, in  limited  supply,  for  their  razor 
blades  and  Techmatic  cartridges.  The  unit 
is  free  standing  and  can  be  placed  on  top 
of  a  cash  till  or  on  a  counter  or  shelf.  It  is 
designed,  say  Gillette,  to  allow  for  easy 
selection  of  their  range  plus  space  for 
competitive  products.  Featured  on  the  side 
of  the  merchandiser  are  illustrations  of 
each  of  the  blade  and  cartridge  packs,  to- 
gether with  a  space  for  price  insertion.  It 
has  been  launched  as  a  pre-packed  unit 
containing  a  pillar  pack  of  Platinum  Super 
Silver,  7  O'Clock  stainless  and  Techmatic 
cartridges  (Gillette  Industries  Ltd,  Great 
West  Road,  Isleworth,  Middlesex). 

onW 
next  week 

Ln  =  London;  M  =  Midland;  Lc  =  Lancashire; 
Y  =  Yorkshire;  Sc  =  Scotland;  WW  =  Wales 
and  West;  So  =  South;  NE  =  North-east; 
A  =  Anglia;  U  =  Ulster;  We  =  Westward; 
B  =  Border;  G  =  Grampian;  E  =  Eireann; 
CI  =  Channel  Islands. 

Alberto    Balsam    (creme    rinse  condi- 
tioner): Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc,  WW,  So,  A 
Alberto  V05  hairspray:  Ln,  M,  Lc,  Sc, 
WW,  So,  A 
Anadin:  All  except  E 
Aquafresh  toothpaste:  WW 
Askit  powders:  Sc,  G 
Balanced  Care  hairspray  and  shampoo: 
All  areas 

Brylcreem:  M,  Lc 

Buttercup  syrup:  M,  Lc,  Y 

Caroline  (disposable  nappies):  M 

Close  Up;  All  areas 

Dispirin:  All  areas 

Junior  Dispirin:  All  areas 

Fiesta  paper  towels:  All  except  U,  E 

Fresh-lemon  soap:  All  areas 

Head  and  Shoulders:  All  except  So,  E 

Kleenex  Flair  towels:  M,  Lc,  Y,  Sc,  WW, 

NE,  U,  We,  B,  G 

Kleenex  Maxi-Dri  towels:  Ln 

Lemsip:  All  areas 

Macleans  toothpaste:  Ln,  M,  WW,  So,  A 

Old  Spice:  All  areas 

Radox:  All  except  U,  E 

Rennies:  All  except  U 

Simpla  sterilising  tablets:  All  except  E 

SR:  All  areas 

TCP:  All  areas 

Tufty  Tails  (disposable  nappies):  All  ex- 
cept E 

Vicks  Sinex:  All  except  U 


10  February  1973 


Chemist  &  Druggist  165 


Let's  drink  to 
another  SO%  leap 


in  your  sales. 


Yes,  your  efforts 
and  last  year's  Vibrona 
competition  boosted 
sales  by  a  fantastic 
50%!  This  year  we'll 
do  even  better. 


YOU  WIN 

I00  Vibrona  retailers  will  win  a  Prestige  Gift  Set 
worth  £l  8*  in  the  Vibrona  Big  Display  Competition! 
Each  prize  includes  Wall  Scales,  a  Food  Slicer,  a  Wall 
Can-Opener  and  a  Bar-Set  all  by  Prestige.  Ask  your 
Vine  Products  salesman  for  details. 

AND  YOU  GET  2  FREE  BOTTLES 

of  Vibrona  on  the  spot  for  every  case  you  order 
between  January  22  &  March  1 7!  What  an  offer! 


YOUR  CUSTOMERS  WIN 


1 00  more  of  these  super  £18*  Prestige 
Gift  Sets  must  be  won  by  your  customers. 
When  they  buy  Vibrona  they  get  a  chance 
to  win. 

What  a  bonus  for  Vibrona  buyers! 
What  a  boost  for  you.  Sales  could  rise  by 
even  more  than  last  year's  staggering  50%. 

❖  At  estimated  consumer  prices 


Here's  to  healthy  profits  with VibronaTbnic  Wine 

Vine  Products  Ltd.,  Kingston-upon-Thames  (01-549  1300) 
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introducing  quality 
with  value. 

Illustrated  are  a 
few  examples 
of  this  exciting 
new  range. 

Bath  Discs, 

Sandlewood,  Herbal,  Carnation  in 
Dispenser  pack  9p. 

Individual  Shampoo  sachets 

for  all  types  of  hair3p. 

"Litre-Paks" 

today's  finest  value  in  Bubble  Bath  and 
Shampoo  35p. 

Bubble  Bath, 

Blue,  Amber,  Pink,  Mint.  308cc  20p. 
Shampoo 

in  choice  of  eight  types  including 
Medicated,  Lime  &  Lemon,  Herb.  308cc 
20p. 

Giant  Soap  Ovals 

in  six  fragrances  complete  with  counter 
unit18p. 

Giant  Talc 

in  Freesia  and  Tabarin  fragrance  395g. 
22p. 

Assorted  packs  of  film  wrapped 
Bath  Cubes, 

Rose,  Lavender,  Pine.  Freesia  at 
12p  each. 

All  prices  above  are  suggested  retail 

Forfurtherdetails  of  these  and  other  items 
in  this  exciting  range  write  or  telephone: 


Jean 
Sorelle 


Jean  Sorelle  Ltd. 
117/123  Gt.  Portland  St. 
London  WIN  5FA 
Tel:  01-636  8677 
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Coty  Fragrance  Display 
Competition — The  winners 

Entrants  were  asked  to  set  up  an  attractive  counter  or  window  display  (or  both)  using  Coty  fragrance  display 
material  and  using  Coty  products.  By  sending  in  a  photograph  of  the  displays  (using  a  Polaroid  Camera 
presented  by  Coty),  entrants  had  a  chance  of  winning  prizes  worth  £1,000.  The  response  to  the  competition 
exceeded  all  expectations. 

Coty  management  would  like  to  thank  all  entrants  for  the  very  attractive  displays  produced — all  of  which  showed 
skill  and  ingenuity. 

Winners  have  all  been  notified  by  post  and  will  be  receiving  their  prizes  shortly.  The  list  of  winners  is  given 
below. 


1st  Prize  £300 

London  Co-operative  Society 
Ltd., 

187  High  Street, 
Acton,  London  W.3. 


2nd  Prize  £150 

Collins  and  Butterworth, 
14  Ashton  Road, 
Denton,  Lanes. 


3rd  Prize  £50 

Billington  (Smethwick)  Ltd. 
259  High  Street, 
Smethwick, 
Worcs. 


Plus  50  Prizes  of  £10 

Homan  Ham  &  Co.  Ltd., 
9  The  Quay, 
Bideford,  Devon. 
Mills  Chemist, 
8  Fore  Street. 
Chard,  Somerset. 
G.  T.  M.  David, 

I  Craddock  Street, 
Swansea,  Glam. 

Reynolds  and  Johnstone  Ltd., 

17  St.  Marys  Street, 

Wallingford,  Berks. 

Oxford  &  Swindon  Co-Op  Chemists 

Ltd., 

55  Fleet  Street. 
Swindon. 

Robert  Howden  Ltd., 

II  Fenchurch  Street, 
London  EC3M. 
Coyles  Chemist, 

747  High  Street, 
Waltham  Cross,  Herts. 
Clarke  &  Clarke. 
725  St.  Johns  Hill, 
Battersea,  SW11. 
Penstone  Pharmacy, 

31  North  Road, 
Lancing,  Sussex. 
J.  &  P.  Head  Ltd., 
240  High  Street, 
Uckfield,  Sussex. 
Tyrrell  &  Jones  Ltd., 
97  Canterbury  Road, 
Margate,  Kent. 

D.  T.  Evans  Ltd., 
7  High  Street, 
Margate,  Kent. 

Ashford  Co-Op  Chemists  Ltd., 
35  High  Street, 
Tenterden,  Kent. 

Leonard  Davies  (Chemists)  Ltd., 

5  Bush  House, 

Bush  Fair,  Harlow,  Essex. 

Longthornes  Ltd  , 
779  London  Road, 
Westcliff  on  Sea,  Essex. 

London  Co-Operative  Society  Ltd., 
259  High  Street, 
Epping,  Essex. 

D.  S.  Benton  (St.  Neots)  Ltd.. 

32  High  Street, 
St.  Neots,  Hunts. 


each  of  the  following: 

R.  J.  Lines  Ltd., 

Royal  Parade  Pharmacy, 

Hunstanton,  Norfolk. 

E.  E.  Russell. 

Leys  Avenue, 

Letchworth,  Herts. 

Large  &  Teague  (Chemists)  Ltd., 

387  New  Cross  Road. 

London  SE14. 

E.  D.  Jones, 

740  High  Street, 

Guildford,  Surrey. 

Tile  Hill  Pharmacy, 

343  Tile  Hill  Lane, 

Coventry,  Warwicks. 

Associated  Chemists  Ltd., 

784  Corporation  Street, 

Birmingham  7. 

Cleverly  (Chemists)  Ltd., 

16  Bell  Walk, 

Gloucester. 

J.  Edwards, 

6  High  Street, 
Nantwich,  Cheshire. 

R.  Watson  &  R.  A.  Birchill, 
707  High  Street. 
Wolstanton,  Stoke  on  Trent. 
Ronald  C.  Shirt, 
2  Mill  Street, 
Congleton,  Cheshire. 
George  Squire  Ltd., 
26  King  Street, 
Sheffield  3. 

J.  M.  Argument  (Jaybee 

Pharmacies) , 
766  Higher  Bents  Lane, 
Bredbury,  Stockport,  Cheshire. 
E.  Rigby, 
22  Park  Lane, 
Thrybergh,  Rotherham. 
Woodfield  Cooke  Ltd., 

7  Coronation  Buildings, 
Wallasey  Road,  Wallasey,  Cheshire. 
Laidlers, 

75  Marina  Drive, 
Ellesmere  Port,  Cheshire. 
Topping  Brothers, 
37  Church  Street, 
Blackpool. 

Blackpool  Co-Op  Chemists  Ltd., 
884A  Church  Street. 
Blackpool. 


F.  N.  Barash, 

766  Bury  New  Road, 

Whitefield,  Manchester. 

George  Sheldon, 
35  Moor  Lane. 
Clitheroe.  Lanes. 

Brighouse  Co-Op  Society  Ltd., 
79  King  Street, 
Brighouse.  Yorks. 

R.  Weston  Ltd., 
7  George  Street, 
Halifax,  Yorks. 

J.  O.  Walker  Fred  Mallinson  Ltd., 
28  Market  Street, 
Heckmondwike,  Yorks. 

W.  Smith, 

7  Chayton  Terrace,  Fishburn. 
Stockton  on  Tees,  Co.  Durham. 

J.  C.  Connell, 
1  Cregagh  Road, 
Belfast,  N.  Ireland. 

Lows  Pharmaceuticals. 
33  Front  Street, 
Consett,  Co.  Durham. 
M.  Stokes,  J.  G.  Dawson. 
797  Laygate  Circus. 
South  Shields.  Co.  Durham. 

H.  O.  Wade, 
762  Easter  Road. 
Edinburgh  7. 

Seath  &  Louden, 
18  Bridge  Street. 
Dunfermline,  Fife. 

Gordon  &  Barr  Ltd., 
The  Medical  Hall, 

9  St.  Cuthbert  Street,  Kirkcudbright. 
Keith  Allan, 

77  High  Street,  Laurencekirk, 
Kincardineshire  AB3  1AA. 

Johnston  &  Adams  Ltd.. 
42  Reform  Street, 
Dundee. 

Arbroath  Co-Op  Society  Ltd., 
Drug  Department,  102  High  Street. 
Arbroath,  Angus. 

Bury  Pharmacy  Ltd., 
7  Minden  Parade, 
Bury,  Lanes 
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Comment 


The  EEC  directives 

/e  are  indebted  to  a  leading  article  in  last  week's 
isue  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  journal  for  an 
Kposition  of  the  Council's  (presumably)  position  on 
raft  directive  V  relating  to  the  practice  of  pharmacy 
i  the  EEC.  The  article  is  prompted  by  attacks  on  two 
spects  of  the  directive,  and  Council's  acceptance  of 
lem  in  letters  to  the  Press  from  Mr  W.  H.  Howarth 
''C&D  January  27,  p102)  and  Mr  D.  E.  Sparshott, 
imself  a  member  of  Council  (C&D  February  3,  p142). 
According  to  the  article,  the  "official"  policy  has 
d  rely  heavily  on  the  fact  that  the  Society  is  required 
o  "safeguard  and  promote  the  interests  of 
harmacists  in  the  exercise  of  the  profession  of 
iharmacy",  rather  than  to  simply  "protect  the  interests 
)f  pharmacists". 

It  is  a  nice  distinction,  and  one  we  should  be 
lelighted  to  support  were  there  unanimity — even  a 
angible  majority  opinion — about  the  way  the 
profession  of  pharmacy  should  be  practised.  But 
vho  is  to  say  that  the  range  of  goods  sold  in  a  retail 
jharmacy  should  be  severely  restricted,  if  the 
corollary  is  that  there  may  be  a  reduction  in  public 
iccess  to  a  pharmaceutical  service,  albeit  from  less- 
:han-perfect  premises?  It  may  well  be  that  the  interests 
)f  pharmacists  "in  the  exercise  of  the  profession  of 
Dharmacy"  could  lie  more  with  ensuring  the  survival 
Df  the  service  than  in  restricting  the  environment  in 
which  it  is  provided. 

In  respect  of  the  second  point  raised  by  the  letter 
writers,  the  journal's  article  concedes  that  "the  high 
capital  needed  in  pharmacy  compared  with  most 
other  professions  suggests  that  the  limited  company 
is  an  organisational  structure  which  is,  all  things  being 
equal,  useful  to  the  profession".  Note,  useful  to  the 
profession — yet  the  Council  sees  fit  to  support  a 
directive  that  might  prevent  the  operation  of  company 
pharmacy  as  we  know  it,  certainly  in  any  form  that 
would  be  of  interest  to  the  investor  of  capital. 

A  very  large  proportion  of  the  Society's  membership 
is  in  the  employment  of  company  chemists  of  one 
kind  or  another — and  note  "multiple  chemists" 
embraces  relatively  small  units  as  well  as  the  largest 
organisations.  Are  most  employees  employed 
against  their  will?  Do  they  "submit"  to  the  whims  of 
their  masters  in  selling  goods  that  go  beyond  the 
traditional,  and  "sacrifice"  professional  principles 
(as  the  journal  article  would  have  us  believe)? 
Or  are  they  really  the  risk-capital-shy  brethren  of 


those  professionally-independent  members  of  the 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  who  consider  setting 
up  a  voluntary  trading  organisation  to  ensure  the 
commercial  survival  of  the  pharmacist? 

We  are  not  here  discussing  the  merits  of  the  points 
of  view  they  each  canvass — we  merely  point  out  that 
they  exist  and  have  a  right  to  exist,  and  that  the 
Council  has  little  mandate  from  the  membership 
to  take  the  profession  along  any  particular  path. 

The  journal  article  finds  comfort  in  the  fact  that  the 
draft  directives  eventually  published  by  the  European 
Commission  for  the  regulation  of  the  practice  of 
dentistry,  followed  closely  the  opinions  of  that 
profession's  "liaison"  committee.  It  looks  forward  to 
a  similar  situation  obtaining  in  pharmacy,  with  the 
acceptance  of  the  views  of  the  EEC  pharmaceutical 
Groupment. 

But  the  Groupment  deliberations  are  carried  out 
behind  closed  doors — although  the  Society's 
representatives  have  been  observers  at  its  meetings 
for  some  years  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  very 
little  information  filtered  back  to  other  interested 
organisations — such  as  the  NPU — until  the  UK  was 
practically  "in  the  Market". 

C&D  has  yet  to  see  published  even  an  unofficial 
translation  of  the  full  version  of  the  directives  that  are 
raising  so  much  heat.  Tight  lips  are  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  "interesting  parties"  (not  excluding  Messrs 
Howarth  and  Sparshott)  let  slip  just  enough  informa- 
tion to  make  their  points.  Even  a  prominent  Council 
member  recently  told  a  Branch  that  he  knew  little 
of  the  EEC  directives — not  being  a  member  of  the 
EEC  policy  committee! 

It  is  about  time  that  the  membership  as  a  whole 
was  told  exactly  what  is  being  done  on  its  behalf — 
and  by  whom.  The  decisions  that  will  be  taken 
in  the  next  few  months  could  shape  the  practice  of 
pharmacy  for  half  a  century;  they  are  too  important  to 
be  left  to  subcommittees  without  a  genuine  mandate. 

Furthermore,  it  is  incumbent  upon  all  Council 
members,  recognising  that  membership  of  the  Society 
is  a  statutory  requirement,  to  ensure  there  is  evidence 
of  an  inherent  and  greater  care  of  minority  groups 
within  the  organisation. 

The  Council  should  ensure  the  immediate 
publication  of  all  the  EEC  principles  under  discussion, 
leaving  the  candidates  in  this  year's  election  to 
seek  an  appropriate  mandate. 


Books 


A  Practical  Approach  to  Quality  Control, 
Second  Edition.  R.  H.  Caplen. 
Business   Books   Ltd,    Mercury  House, 
Waterloo  Road,  London,  SE1  8UL.  8£  X 
5i  in.  Pp  338.  £2. 

To  satisfy  a  double  objective  the  new 
edition  of  this  book  has  been  enlarged.  It 
now  covers  the  syllabus  of  quality  control 
certificate  (no  445)  of  the  City  and  Guilds 
of  London  Institute  and  also  provides  a 
practical  introduction  to  quality  control. 


The  book  aims  to  show  how  quality 
control  can  be  applied  to  any  practical 
situation,  and  how  suitable  techniques  can 
be  identified  and  integrated  into  a  cost- 
conscious  system. 

The  pharmaceutical  industry  and  society. 

Editor,  Mr  George  Teeling -Smith.  Office 
of  Health  Economics,  162  Regent  Street, 
London  W1R  6DD.  9  X  6  in.  Pp  110. 
£1-50. 

An  account  of  the  fourth  series  of  winter 
lectures  arranged  by  the  Office  of  Health 
Economics  on  the  subject  of  the  industry 
and  society. 

Contributors  were  Mr  R.  H.  Jones  on 
the  multinational  structure  of  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry.  Professor  A.  H.  Beckett 


on  the  cost  of  safety  in  medicines:  Mr  G.  C. 
Hellyer  on  the  cost  of  compliance  with 
international  pharmaceutical  regulations: 
Mr  P.  S.  Mould  on  the  pharmaceutical 
industry  and  the  balance  of  payments:  Mr 
K.  Smith  on  profitability  and  investment 
in  research  and  development  and  Mr  G. 
Teeling-Smith  on  social  and  economic 
pressures  on  the  pharmaceutical  industry. 

The  lectures  were  reported  in  C&D  at 
the  time  of  delivery  in  late  1971  and  early 
1972. 

Drug  Metabolism  Reviews,  Volume  1, 
Number  1.  Editor  F.  J.  Di  Carlo 

Marcel  Dekker  Inc,  95  Madison 
Avenue,  New  York,  NY  10016. 
9  x  6  in.  Pp151.  $19. 
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Bronchodilators 


HOW  SAFE  ARE  THEY? 

by  Dr  J.  G.  Swanton 


Because  of  their  speed  and  effectiveness, 
aerosols  containing  sympathomimetic 
amines  have  become  established  as  one  of 
the  mainstays  in  the  management  of  bron- 
chial asthma.  They  were  introduced  about 
12  years  ago,  and  since  they  brought  con- 
siderable symptomatic  relief  to  many 
asthmatics,  their  use  increased  rapidly. 

During  the  years  1959-1966,  there  was  a 
marked  and  widespread  rise  in  mortality 
amongst  asthmatic  patients.  This  was  ex- 
perienced in  many  countries,  but  was  per- 
haps most  significant  in  the  British  Isles, 
New  Zealand  and  Australia.  Other  count- 
tries,  such  as  America,  Canada  and  the 
Netherlands  were  not  affected.  In  Great 
Britain  Greenberg1  was  the  first  author 
to  draw  attention  to  the  dangers  of 
excessive  use  of  sympathomimetic  amines 
in  bronchial  asthma.  He  referred  to  eight 
patients  who  had  died  suddenly  during  the 
previous  18  months.  In  each  case  there  was 
evidence  of  excessive  use  of  pressurised 
aerosols  containing  isoprenaline  or  orcipre- 
naline. 

Ford2  also  expressed  concern  about 
possible  harmful  effects  of  aerosol  bron- 
chodilators, especially  if  these,  like  orcipre- 
naline, were  long  acting.  Examples  were 
cited3  of  four  asthmatic  patients,  previously 
diagnosed  as  having  mild  to  moderate 
asthma,  who  were  unexpectedly  found  dead 
with  empty  or  almost  empty  aerosol  con- 
tainers either  in  their  hands  or  beside 
their  bodies. 

Such  reports  prompted  more  detailed  in- 
vestigation, as  a  result  of  which  three  work- 
ers in  1968*  confirmed  that  the  mortality  in 
England  and  Wales  did  increase  from 
1960-1965.  They  also  showed  that  the  in- 
crease was  more  pronounced  in  the  age 
group  5-34,  than  in  older  age  groups.  It 
was  most  marked  between  the  ages  10-14, 
where  the  mortality  had  increased  approxi- 
mately eight  fold  in  seven  years.  The  con- 
clusion reached  was  that  the  increasing  use 
of  sympathomimetic  amines  was  involved. 
During  the  period  1961-1966  their  annual 
consumption  was  estimated  to  have  risen 
more  than  four  times. 

In  a  closer  investigation  into  the  use  of 
drugs  preceding  death  from  asthma5  corti- 
costeroids were  not  thought  to  have  been 
responsible  for  more  than  a  few,  if  any, 
deaths.  Especially  since  they  had  been  used 
for  the  treatment  of  asthma  for  almost  10 
years  before  the  increase  in  mortality.  It 
was  found  that  86  per  cent  of  patients  had 
used  pressurised  aerosols,  probably  to 
excess  in  several  cases. 

In  1969  members  of  the  then  Committee 
on  Safety  of  Drugs6  reviewed  the  relation- 
ship between  the  rise  and  fall  in  mortality 

Fourth  in  a  series  of  postgraduate  lectures 
being  given  to  members  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Northern  Ireland  in 
Belfast. 


and  the  use  of  pressurised  aerosols.  They 
described  parallel  increases  in  mortality 
and  in  sales  of  pressurised  aerosols  between 
1961  and  1966. 

After  March  1967,  they  noted  a  marked 
fall  in  the  number  of  deaths  in  all  age 
groups,  and  early  data  for  1969  suggested  a 
continuing  fall,  the  mortality  by  then  having 
almost  returned  to  the  pre-epidemic  level. 
The  sale  of  pressurised  aerosols  also  fell 
during  this  period,  though  not  at  the  same 
rate  relative  to  the  decreased  mortality. 
Having  shown  that  the  incidence  of  asthma 
was  still  increasing  they  concluded  that 
the  increased  mortality  rate  was  probably 
the  result  of  over-use  of  pressurised  aero- 
sols, the  decline  in  death  rate  arising  from 
greater  awareness  and  more  cautious  use  of 
the  preparations. 

Propellents 

Assuming  then  that  abuse  of  bronchodi- 
lator  aerosols  containing  sympathomimetic 
amines  was  indeed  the  cause  of  the  increase 
in  mortality,  is  it  possible  to  define  more 
precisely  the  nature  of  the  fatal  response? 
There  is  little  direct  information  on  the 
mechanism  of  such  deaths  since  these  were 
generally  sudden  and  unexpected,  and  often 
occurred  at  home  or  on  the  way  to  hospital. 
It  might  be  suggested,  however,  that  death 
could  be  associated  with  the  fluorinated 
hydrocarbon  propellants,  or  with  the  sym- 
pathomimetic amine,  or  perhaps  with  an 
interaction  of  the  two. 

Volatile  hydrocarbons,  such  as  tri- 
chloroethane  and  fluorinated  refrigerants, 
have  been  shown  to  cause  sudden  sniffing 
death  reported  to  occur  in  teenagers  in 
America7.  Such  fatalities  were  attributed 
to  cardiac  arrhythmias  resulting  from  light 
plane  anaesthesia  intensified  by  a  raised 
arterial  carbon  dioxide  level,  stress  activity, 
or  a  combination  of  these  factors. 

Another  study8  showed  that  aerosol  pro- 
pellants were  toxic  to  the  hearts  of  mice 
when  these  were  exposed  to  short  periods 
of  anoxia,  and  suggested  that  in  man  suffi- 
cient might  be  absorbed  by  excessive  in- 
halation of  pressurised  aerosols  to  cause 
fatal  cardiac  depression.  In  addition  it  was 
felt  that  increased  blood  levels  of  haloge- 
nated  hydrocarbon  propellants  accom- 
panied by  excessive  levels  of  exogenous  or 
endogenous  catecholamines  in  asthmatic 
patients  could  lead  to  increased  ventricular 
irritability.  Such  an  effect  has  been  shown 
to  occur  with  halothane. 

It  is  true  that  during  severe  attacks 
asthmatics  are  under  stress,  have  raised 
blood  levels  of  adrenaline,  are  hypoxic  and 
terminally,  may  show  a  rise  in  arterial 
carbon  dioxide  tension.  However,  while 
there  is  little  doubt  that  the  deliberate  in- 
halation of  concentrated  vapours  of  pro- 
pellants and  many  solvents  is  dangerous 
and  can  be  fatal,  it  would  appear  that  in- 
duction of  cardiac  sensitisation  requires  the 


inhalation  of  much  higher  concentrations 
of  propellants  than  those  likely  to  occur 
when  aerosol  inhalers  are  used.9 

During  asthmatic  attacks,  patients  are 
known  to  be  hypoxic,  particularly  if  the 
episode  is  severe.  Oxygen  tensions  of 
30-40mm  Hg  have  been  reported  during 
status  asthmaticus.10  In  addition,  bronchodi- 
lator  aerosol  preparations  containing 
sympathomimetic  amines  such  as  isoprena- 
line and  orciprenaline  can  cause  a  fall  in 
arterial  oxygen  tension,  though  ventilation 
may  improve,  and  the  patient  may  expe- 
rience some  relief. 

The  existence  of  such  hypoxia  in  asthma- 
tic patients  during  attacks  prompted 
investigators  to  determine  whether  the 
cardiovascular  effects  of  isoprenaline  were 
altered  by  hypoxia.11' 12  The  showed  that 
dogs  respired  with  room  air  could  survive 
a  series  of  intravenous  injections  of  in- 
creasing doses  of  up  to  500  fg/Kg  isoprena- 
line, or  a  series  of  2-5  /'g/Kg  doses  repeated 
at  5  minute  intervals.  Both  treatments  killed 
the  animals  when  the  arterial  oxygen  ten- 
sion was  reduced  to  approximately  3Smm 
Hg;  the  arterial  carbon  dioxide  level  being 
maintained  within  normal  limits. 

The  fatal  dose  produced  bradycardia, 
and  caused  a  severe  fall  in  blood  pressure, 
which  dropped  to  zero  within  five  minutes 
of  giving  the  fatal  dose.  Death  characteris- 
tically occurred  from  cardiac  asystole  and 
not  from  ventricular  fibrillation,  sinus 
rhythm  generally  persisting  until  the  heart 
stopped  beating.  Orciprenaline  and  salbuta- 
mol  also  proved  fatal  in  hypoxic  dogs. 
Although  these  drugs  are  less  effective  than 
isoprenaline  in  producing  cardiac  stimu- 
lation, they  caused  death  at  doses  similar 
to  those  at  which  isoprenaline  produced 
cardiac  depression. 

The  mechanism  of  this  phenomenon  is 
not  known.  It  would  appear  that  it  is  re- 
lated to  an  effect  on  adrenergic  beta  re- 
ceptors since  it  could  be  prevented  by 
propranolol.  It  may  be  associated  with 
the  action  of  these  drugs  either  directly  on 
cardiac  muscle  or  through  changes  in 
coronary  blood  flow.  It  might  be  related 
to  unexplained  observations13  in  the  isolated 
heart  in  which  small  doses  of  isoprenaline 
produced  cardiac  arrest  in  the  pressure  of 
a  high  work  load. 

The  minimum  fatal  dose  of  isoprenaline 
in  dogs  was  7-5  /»g/Kg  (three  2-5  /^g/Kg 
doses  given  intravenously  over  a  period  of 
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proximately    10    minutes).  Subsequent 
periments  have  shown  that  as  little  as 
ee  0-5  /'g/Kg  doses  given  intravenously 
n  prove  fatal  in  hypoxic  dogs. 
Using       Medihaler-Iso-Forte,  which 
livers  approximately  500  /*g  of  isoprena- 
e  per  puff,  this  would  be  equivalent  to 
least  1-2  puffs  per  minute  in  a  50  Kg 
an,  allowing  for  the  difference  in  the 
ute  of  administration.  Although  the  re- 
mmended  maximum  dose  for  Medihaler- 
o-Forte  is  24  puffs/day,  it  is  not  unlikely 
at  a  severely  ill  asthmatic  patient  could 
eatly  exceed  this  in  an  effort  to  obtain 
lief,  and  could  therfore  absorb  appreci- 
>le  amounts  of  isoprenaline. 
A  further  possible  explanation  has  been 
vanced.14  It  has  been  suggested  that  re- 
nted exposure  to  adrenergic  beta  recep- 
ir  stimulation  results  in  resistance  to  the 
ronchodilator  effects  of  such  drugs.  Since 
thmatics  rely  heavily  on  their  adrenergic 
rive  to  maintain  bronchodilation,  any  such 
sistance,  if  extended  to  the  natural  trans- 
litter,  would  cause  a  deterioration  of  their 
andition.    Further,   selective  long-acting 
gents  such  as  terbutaline,  salbutamol  or 
oetharine  might  be  more  potent  in  pro- 
ucing  resistance  than  isoprenaline.  Thus, 
:  excessive  dosage  of  these  drugs  were 
dministered,  they  might  be  as  dangerous, 
r  conceivably  more  so  to  the  asthmatic 
atient  than  isoprenaline. 
Although    the    mechanism    of  sudden 
eaths  in  asthmatics  has  not  as  yet  been 
onclusively  demonstrated,  a  recent  report 
would    seem   to    suggest   that  excessive 
ibsorption  of  sympathomimetic  amines  was 
the  causative  factor.15  A  worker  has  shown 
i  positive  relationship  between  increased 
mortality  from  asthma  and  national  sales 
of  aerosols  delivering  500  i>g  doses  of  iso- 
prenaline. Such  sprays  are  five  times  as 
concentrated   as   other  preparations  and 
represented  about  30  per  cent  of  all  aerosol 
sales  in  England  and  Wales  during  the 
epidemic. 

Countries  which  did  not  experience  the 
increase  in  mortality  (Canada  and  USA) 
licensed  only  the  weaker  preparations.  The 
only  two  countries  to  market  the  stronger 
preparation  (Netherlands  and  Belgium)  and 
which  did  not  experience  the  epidemic,  in- 
troduced it  rather  later,  during  the  period 
of  growing  awareness  that  excessive  dosage 
could  be  harmful.  Sales  of  such  aerosols 
in  these  countries  were  also  low,  comparison 
of  asthma  mortality  and  aerosol  propel- 
lants  in  different  countries  failed  to  show 
any  significant  relationship  between  the 
two.  This  information  emphasises  the  like- 
lihood of  a  link  between  asthmatic  deaths 
and  excessive  inhalation  of  sympathomi- 
metic amines. 

In  conclusion,  it  would  seem  that  aware- 
ness of  possible  harmful  consequences  of 
excessive  administration  of  adrenergic  beta 
receptor  stimulants  has  resulted  in  their 
more  cautious  use,  and  that  this  in  turn 
has  been  accompanied  by  a  reduction  in  the 
incidence  of  sudden  unexpected  deaths. 
However,  such  agents  continue  to  be  used, 
and  newer  relatively  selective  beta  receptor 
agonists  are  being  introduced.  Consequent- 
ly, until  the  possible  causes  of  death  can 
be  more  fully  investigated,  particularly  in 
view  of  the  suggestion  concerning  longer 
acting  selective  agents,  doctors  should  stress 
to  patients  using  these  drugs  that  the  dose 
should  not  be  increased  in  the  absence  of 
a  normal  response. 


Hours  of  service 

As  chairman  of  the  London  Pharmaceutical 
Committee,  I  do  feel  that  C&D  has  jumped 
the  gun  in  its  comment  last  week  on  the 
advertising  of  after-hours  service  by 
chemist  contractors. 

It  is  a  fact  that  at  our  meeting  held  on 
lanuary  16.  1973.  the  London  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Committee  decided  that  "We  as  a 
committee,  recommend  to  the  Hours  of 
Service  Committee,  that  they  consider  the 
suggestion  that  pharmacies  when  closed, 
display  the  official  notice  indicating  where 
the  nearest  pharmacies  are  open,  whether 
they  are  on  rota  or  voluntary  late  night 
openers."  This  you  will  observe  departs 
from  the  previous  statutory  requirements 
whereby  every  pharmacy  was  required  to 
exhibit  a  notice  when  closed  showing  the 
nearest  pharmacy  on  rota  duty  which  was 
open. 

Due  to  changing  circumstances  whereby 
a  large  number  of  rotas  have  been  dis- 
continued in  the  London  area,  the  London 
Pharmaceutical  Committee  now  feels  it  is 
necessary  to  include  voluntary  late  night 
openers  on  the  notice  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  S.  Blum 

London  W11 

We  are  delighted  to  learn  that  the  local 
pharmaceutical  committee  now  hopes  to 
put  into  effect  the  sentiments  expressed  in 
our  Comment — which  was  based  on  the 
Executive  Council  report. — Editor. 


Choked 


When  my  first  four  customers  tendered  £5 
notes  for  3p  packets  or  tissues,  I  just  knew 
that  Saturday  January  27  was  going  to  be 
one  of  those  days.  I  suppose  you  could  say 
that  it  really  started  on  the  previous  Fri- 
day evening  when  some  forgetful  so-and-so 
failed  to  plug  in  the  answerphone  at  my 
wholesalers  thus  leaving  me  without  a 
Saturday  delivery  of  urgent  items. 

Hence  I  was  in  no  mood  for  suffering 
fools  gladly  as  I  sat  down  to  lunch  with 
my  Chemist  and  Druggist.  Never  have  I 
been  so  cheered  up  in  so  short  a  time! 

Whoever  wrote  the  Beecham  blurb  in 


your  chemists'  toiletry  supplement  deserves 
better  of  his  unappreciated  public.  He 
should  be  top  of  the  bill  at  the  London 
Palladium!  And  when  I  came  to  the  bit 
about  Beechams  acknowledging  their  obli- 
gations to  the  chemist  I  nearly  choked  on 
my  pickled  walnut. 

If  they  are  so  anxious  to  curry  favour 
with  the  chemist  may  I  suggest  that  they 
might  do  worse  than  start  by  removing 
their  products  from  the  shelves  of  grocers, 
supermarkets,  hairdressers,  sweet  shops, 
newsagents,  garages,  off  licences,  public 
houses,  street  barrows  and  fish  and  chip 
shops. 

N.  Buckley 

London  SW11 

M  &  B  1973? 

A  customer  brought  the  enclosed  seasonal 
request  for  us  to  dispense.  No  doubt  your 
readers  will  realise  what  is  meant. 

H.  M.  Bray 
Middleton,  Lanes 
[The   "enclosed"   was  a   scrap  of  paper 
bearing  the  carefully  written  legend :  "Tur- 
key Licks  cough  bottle" — Editor.] 

. . .  and  PD  -  Q? 

You  may  be  interested  to  hear  of  the 
request  made  by  one  of  our  customers  the 
other  day.  At  first  we  thought  he  was  a 
rabbit  breeder.  He  asked  for  a  bottle  of 
Bunny  Linctus  Ecorburant — but  after 
finding  out  that  he  had  a  cough  we  gave 
him  Benylin  Expectorant. 

R.  G.  Jones 

Carshalton,  Surrey 

Not  cricket 

It  takes  a  lot  to  surprise  a  pharmacist,  but 
the  directions  "T  nocte  on  the  day  before 
playing  rugby  football"'  must  take  some 
beating.  The  script — pictured  below — was 
issued  in  Northern  Ireland. 

Poser  solution 

Last  week's  prescription  was  for  Tabs 
Bisolvon.  Tabs  digoxin.  Tabs,  Amiloride, 
Tabs  Lasix,  Tabs  predhisone,  Tabs  Ritalin 
and  Tabs  Ventolin. 
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!9f  A  puts  a  new 

complexion 
on  sales! 


This  fabulous  complete  home  facial  is 
snapped  up  as  soon  as  it  appears  on  the 
counter.  And  no  wonder!  It  is  one  of  the 
few  genuinely  new  products  to  hit  the 
cosmetic  market  for  years,  and  girls  are 
no  fools-they  know  a  good  thing  when 
they  see  it. 

We  are  stepping  up  our  advertising  in 
leading  national  dailies  and  women's 
magazines  such  as : 

Daily  Express 
Daily  Mail 
Evening  Standard 
Honey  Nineteen 
Look  Now  Over  21 
Looking  Good 


The  campaign  will  run  through  Spring 
and  Summer.  Just  the  time  when  girls 
will  be  looking  for  products  to  make 
them  look  their  best. 

We've  designed  a  new  compact 
dispenser  which  will  fit  neatly  on  to 
the  most  crowded  counter- and  it 
comes  ready  to  erect. 


Let  Face  Up  put  a  new  complexion 
on  your  business  this  Spring 


A  Scott  &  Bowne 
beauty  care  product. 
50  Upper  Brook  Street, 
London,  W.l. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Northern  Ireland 


ledicinal  products  and 
texachlorophane — draft 
irder  seen  by  council 


■ 

■ 

irohibition  of  the  sale,  supply  and 
BBnportation  of  any  medicinal  product 
Hontaining  hexachlorophane  but  with  a 
ftw  exemptions.  That  is  the  basis  of  a 
■opy  of  a  draft  statutory  order  which  has 
Been  received  by  the  Pharmaceutical 
■ociety  of  Northern  Ireland,  and  described 
It  the  Society's  Council  meeting  on 
lanuary  18. 

■  Exemptions  are  provided,  however,  for 
■nedicinal  products  which  were  cosmetics 
Bxempted   from   the  licensing  provisions 
Ind  containing  01  per  cent  or  less  of 
liexachlorophane    if    the    container  was 
labelled  that  the  product  is  not  to  be 
administered  to  a  child  under  two  years 
|f  age,  for  medicinal  products  sold  by  a 
loctor  to  a  patient  under  his  care,  for 
nedicinal  products  sold  by  pharmacists, 
lospitals   or  health   centres   on  doctors 
prescriptions,  for  medicinal  products  in 
:he  course  of  authorised  wholesale  deal- 
ing, medicinal  products  sold  or  supplied 
for  administration  to  animals  for  a  medi- 
:inal  purpose  if  the  container  is  so  label- 
led and  the  importation  of  medicinal  pro- 
ducts for  sale  of  supply  in  any  of  the 
above  circumstances. 

At  the  meeting  the  president  offered  to 
the  secretary  the  congratulations  of  the 
Council  on  his  being  offered  an  MSc, 
(honoris  causa)  by  the  Queen's  University 
of  Belfast.  Mr  Gorman  said  the  honour 
was  really  for  pharmacy  in  Northern  Ire- 
land but  he  was  pleased  to  be  the  reci- 
pient on  behalf  of  pharmacy.  The  Council 
agreed  to  give  a  dinner  in  Mr  Gorman's 
honour  in  the  University  on  the  evening 
of  Graduation  day. 

New  Fellows 

The  secretary  reported  that  Miss  R.  I.  W. 
Barry,  MSc,  and  Messrs  R.  J.  Jeffers, 
W.  I.  Rankin  and  H.  Todd,  OBE,  JP,  had 
accepted  the  Council's  invitation  to  be 
designated  Fellows  of  the  Society.  It  was 
agreed  that  certificates  be  presented  to 
the  new  Fellows  early  in  April  next  and 
a  committee  composed  of  Mrs  Watson, 
Mrs  O'Rourke,  Mr  Eakin  and  Mr  Hunter 
be  appointed  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

The  application  of  Sarah  Elizabeth 
Morrow  (nee  Taylor),  Thornleigh,  Bridge- 
ways,  Dromore  Road,  Banbridge,  Co 
Down,  for  the  restoration  of  her  name  to 
the  Register  of  Pharmaceutical  Chemists 
for  Northern  Ireland  was  granted.  It 
was  reported  that  in  reply  to  the 
Council's  request  to  the  BBC  for  a  copy 
of  the  transcript  of  the  television  interview 
of  Sergeant  Scully  a  reply  was  received 
that  no  such  transcript  was  available.  It 
was  agreed  that  the  secretary  convey  to 
the  Ministry  of  Home  Affairs  the  concern 


of  the  Council  about  certain  statements 
made  during  the  interview  and  in  a  Press 
report  the  same  day. 

A  letter  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  Social  Services  was  read  in  reply  to 
the  Council's  request  for  financial  assist- 
ance towards  the  cost  of  sending  repre- 
sentatives to  the  various  EEC  committee 
meetings.  The  letter  pointed  out  that  the 
work  being  done  would  seem  to  fall  pro- 
perly within  the  scope  of  the  objects  and 
powers  of  the  Society  and  the  additional 
expenditure  incurred  would  appear  to  be  a 
matter  for  consideration  by  the  Council 
within  its  own  financial  resources. 

Licence  fees 

While  the  Ministry  had  no  responsi- 
bility for  specific  expenditure  of  the 
Society  this  additional  expenditure  could 
be  taken  into  account  when  next  the 
general  finances  of  the  Society  and  the 
amount  of  the  Licence  Fees  to  be  levied 
were  under  review. 

Arising  out  of  a  letter  from  the  North 
Ireland  Branch  of  the  Guild  of  Public 
Pharmacists  it  was  agreed  that  the  presi- 
dent, vice-president,  Professor  P.  F.  D'Arcy 
and  Messrs  Eakin,  Hunter,  Kerr  and 
Moore  would  meet  members  of  the 
branch  on  February  13  to  discuss  the 
implementation  in  Northern  Ireland  of 
the  Noel  Hall  report.  Mr  Mcllhagger  said 
he  thought  some  of  the  pharmacists  on  the 
basic  grade  should  be  present  as  they 
were  very  much  affected  and  not  likely, 
otherwise,  to  have  much  say  in  the  discus- 
sion. It  was  agreed  to  invite  three  such 
pharmacists  to  attend. 

An  interim  report  from  the  Committee 
dealing  with  the  rationalisation  of  the 
pharmaceutical  service  was  received  and 
also  a  report  from  the  Northern  Ireland 
EEC  committee. 

The  accounts  of  the  Northern  Ireland 
Chemists'  Benevolent  Fund  for  the  year 
ended  December  31,  showed  income  at 
£1,828-54  exceeded  expenditure  by 
£1,074  54.  Assets  amounted  to  £12,355-79. 
Investments  costing  £10,441-64  were 
valued  at  £13,414  00.  The  president  said 
it  was  very  gratifying  to  see  that  the 
president's  appeal  last  year  amounted  to 
£1.115-79. 

Mrs  Watson  asked  what  was  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Emergency  Fund.  The  secre- 
tary said  that  sums  amounting  to  almost 
£3,000  00  had  been  paid  into  the  fund. 
However,  numerous  requests  for  assistance 
had  been  met  and  he  did  not  think  that 
more  than  a  few  hundred  pounds  re- 
mained. Mrs  Watson  said  some  thought 
might  be  given  to  augmenting  what 
remained  as  further  claims  could  be  ex- 
pected. 
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V\festminster 
report 

Protection  of  patents 
on  medicines 

Four  questions  relating  to  pharmaceutical 
patents  were  asked  by  Mr  Tarn  Dalyell  in 
the  Commons  on  Monday — and  elicited  the 
response  from  Sir  Geoffrey  Howe,  Minis- 
ter for  Consumer  Affairs,  that  it  was  hoped 
to  introduce  legislation  to  strengthen  the 
patents  system  along  the  lines  suggested 
by  the  Banks  Committee. 

Mr  Dalyell  had  asked  whether,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  research  in  the  pharma- 
ceutical industry  in  Great  Britain  is 
damaged  by  the  effect  of  the  patent  laws 
on  operational  decisions  of  international 
companies  operating  therein,  and  of  the 
increasing  lead  time  between  the  discovery 
of  a  patentable  medicine  and  its  commer- 
cial development,  legislation  would  be 
introduced  to  change  the  patent  laws. 

His  other  points  were : 

□  whether,  since  the  procedures  for  testing 
and  gaining  acceptance  for  a  new  medicine 
have  become  more  stringent,  the  Minister 
will  introduce  legislation  to  reduce  the 
period  during  which  a  pharmaceutical  pro- 
duct can  be  marketed  with  full  patent  pro- 
tection. 

□  if  he  will  introduce  legislation  to  repeal 
section  41  of  the  Patents  Act  1949  empower- 
ing the  Controller  of  Patents  to  grant  a 
non-patent  holding  competitor  a  licence  to 
supply  a  patented  pharmaceutical  unless  it 
appears  to  him  that  there  are  good  reasons 
for  withholding  the  application. 

□  what  proposals  he  has  to  strengthen  the 
patent  system  along  the  lines  suggested  by 
the  Banks  Committee  recommendations. 

Welsh  regional  pharmacist 
'not  appropriate' 

No  regional  pharmacist  has  yet  been 
appointed  in  Wales,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  of  the  Noel  Hall 
Committee,  because  the  Welsh  Hospital 
Board  have  decided  "it  would  not  be 
appropriate  at  the  present  time  in  view 
of  the  impending  reorganisation  of  the 
health  services".  That  answer  was  given 
by  Mr  Peter  Thomas,  Secretary  of  State 
for  Wales,  in  reply  to  a  question  by  Mr 
Nicholas  Edwards. 

Scripts  up  4  6  p.c. 
in  3  years 

Prescriptions  issued  by  general  medical 
practitioners  in  England  increased  by  an 
estimated  4-6  per  cent  between  1969  and 
1972,  Mr  Alison  told  Mr  Joe  Ashton. 

Bill  fails 

The  Multi-level  Marketing  and  Pyramid 
Selling  Bill,  sponsored  by  Mr  R.  Tuck, 
failed  to  obtain  a  second  reading  in  the 
Commons  on  February  2.  It  is  due  to  come 
before  the  House  again  on  February  16. 
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Hospital 
pharmacy 
forum 


by  a  hospital  pharmacist 


The  'haves'  and  the  'have  nots' 


When  the  NHS  was  instituted  in  1948  it 
was  decided  by  the  powers  that  be  that 
the  salaries  of  chief  pharmacists  of  under- 
graduate teaching  hospitals  should  be 
supplemented  by  a  special  "teaching  hos- 
pital allowance".  The  amount  of  the 
allowance  was  calculated  according  to  an 
undisclosed  formula  but  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  it  had  something  to  do  with 
the  size  and  prestige  of  the  medical  school 
with  which  the  particular  hospital  was 
associated. 

Like  the  merit  awards  paid  to  certain 
consultants,  the  names  of  the  recipients  of 
the  allowance  and  its  amount  were  shrouded 
in  obscurity  and  the  situation  was  further 
complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Boards  of 
Governors  of  certain  teaching  hospitals, 
especially  those  in  which  the  group  phar- 
macist had  not  been  appointed,  divided 
their  allowance  between  several  of  the 
chief  pharmacists  on  their  staff.  Where  that 
was  done  the  amounts  which  each  received 
were  often  quite  derisory. 

Greater  responsibilities 

It  must  be  made  quite  clear  that  the 
teaching  hospital  allowance  was  not  in- 
tended as  a  payment  .for  teaching  duties, 
but  simply  as  a  recognition  of  the  fact 
that  the  responsibilities  of  a  chief  phar- 
macist of  an  undergraduate  teaching  hos- 
pital were  greater  than  those  of  his  col- 
league in  a  non-teaching  hospital  in  the 
same  category.  Many  hospital  pharmacists 
would  dispute  the  truth  of  this  assertion 
but  there  has  been  no  indication  that  the 
Guild  was  opposed  to  teaching  hospital 
allowances  in  principle.  In  fact,  it  has  on  a 
number  of  occasions,  made  claims  for  in- 
creasing them. 

In  England  and  Wales  the  clinical 
education  of  medical  students  was,  until 
fairly  recently,  confined  almost  entirely  to 
undergraduate  teaching  hospitals  adminis- 
tered by  Boards  of  Governors.  Other  hos- 
pitals played  very  little  part  in  medical 
teaching  and  this  made  it  relatively  simple 
to  draw  a  clear  line  of  demarcation  be- 
tween the  "haves"  and  the  "have  nots"  so 
far  as  teaching  hospital  allowances  were 
concerned. 

The  establishment  of  "university  hos- 
pitals", which  are  the  responsibility  of 
RHB's  has  made  it  very  much  more  diffi- 
cult to  define  the  term  "teaching  hospital". 
The  RHB's  responsible  for  some  univer- 
sity hospitals  have,  it  is  understood,  put  in 
claims  for  a  teaching  hospital  allowance. 
The  results  are  not  generally  known  but 
the  writer  understands  that  Department  of 
Health  policy  has  been  to  confine  the 
allowance  to  teaching  hospitals  adminis- 
tered by  Boards  of  Governors. 

One  might  have  hoped  that  the  Noel 
Hall  working  party  would  have  taken  the 
opportunity  to  recommend  the  abolition 


of  the  teaching  hospital  allowance  alto- 
gether but  it  has  done  just  the  opposite 
by  suggesting  that  "the  level  of  responsi- 
bility of  the  chief  pharmacist  in  the  larg- 
est teaching  hospitals  would  need  special 
recognition"  and  therefore  recommended 
that  where  a  chief  pharmacist's  post 
carries  exceptional  responsibilities,  the 
Health  Minister,  on  the  advice  of  a  panel 
set  up  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Whitley 
Council,  should  be  able  to  place  the  post 
in  group  V — in  the  same  group  as  that  of 
his  "boss",  the  regional  pharmacist. 

Panel  appointed 

The  Department  accepted  this  recom- 
mendation and  invited  Boards  of  Gover- 
nors (and  RHB's  in  the  case  of  university 
hospitals)  to  submit  a  case  if  they  con- 
sidered the  post  of  the  chief  pharmacist  to 
carry  exceptional  responsibilities.  The 
letter  made  it  quite  clear  that  a  submission 
could  only  be  made  in  respect  of  the  chief 
pharmacists  of  teaching  hospitals  of  one 
type  or  the  other.  The  Noel  Hall  recom- 
mendation, however,  applied  to  a  "chief 
pharmacist  whose  post  carries  exceptional 
responsibilities"  and  although  teaching 
hospitals  were  cited  as  examples  of  cases 
in  which  a  higher  grading  might  be  applic- 
able, other  types  of  responsibility  were 
not  necessarily  excluded. 

Acting  on  this  recommendation  the 
Pharmaceutical  Whitley  Council  appoin- 
ted a  panel  to  advise  the  Minister  on  the 
posts  which  should  attract  a  grade  V 
salary.  The  panel  was  composed  of  three 
distinguished  pharmacists,  all  of  them 
heads  of  schools  of  pharmacy,  a  profes- 
sor of  pharmacology  in  a  university  which 
has  no  school  of  pharmacy,  and  the  secre- 
tary of  the  Nuffield  Provincial  Hospitals 
Trust.  It  did  not  include  a  single  prac- 
tising pharmacist,  or  for  that  matter  any- 
one holding  a  full-time  appointment  in 
the  hospital  service. 


Not  satisfied 

It  is.  therefore,  difficult  to  understand 
how  such  a  body,  with  the  best  will  in 
the  world,  could  attempt  to  assess  the 
responsibility  attached  to  a  particular  hos- 
pital post.  In  fact  it  is  now  known  that 
the  panel  was  asked  to  assess  not  so 
much  the  post  as  the  status  of  the  present 
incumbent  and  Boards  of  Governors  when 
they  were  notified  of  the  result  of  their 
submissions  were  therefore  advised  that 
they  were  at  liberty  to  apply  for  a  re- 
grading  when  the  post  changed  hands. 

Rumour  has  it  that  most  of  the  submis- 
sions which  have  so  far  been  made  by 
employing  authorities  have  now  been 
considered  and  awards  made.  Like  the  old 
teaching  hospital  allowances,  which  of 
course  no  longer  apply  when  a  post  has 


been  re-graded,  the  new  gradings  have 
never  been  published  and  in  all  probability 
they  will  remain  a  close  secret  only  to  be 
revealed  when  the  post  is  advertised. 

It  is  rather  surprising  that  the  Guild  has 
not  seen  fit  to  protest  in  the  strongest 
possible  terms  about  the  grading  of  posts, 
not  upon  the  extent  of  the  responsibility 
involved  but.  in  a  large  measure,  on  an 
assessment  of  the  present  incumbent  made 
by  a  panel  composed  mainly  of  academics 
with  no  first  hand  experience  of  the  work 
of  a  hospital  pharmacist. 

One  has  a  feeling  that  if  Mr  Clive 
Jenkins  takes  over  he  may  not  be  satisfied 
with  this  sort  of  behaviour! 


New  placental  test  might 
reduce  mental  retardation 

A  radioimmunoassay  kit  which,  used  as  a 
screening  test,  could  help  predict  foetal 
distress  during  delivery,  was  announced  last 
week  by  Wellcome  Reagents  Ltd,  Becken- 
ham.  Kent. 

The  kit  is  for  the  measurement  of 
human  chorionic  somatomammotrophin 
(HCS),  also  known  as  human  placental 
lactogen  (HPL).  a  hormone-type  protein 
found  in  plasma  or  serum  and  produced 
by  the  placenta  in  quantities  which  relate 
to  its  weight  and  condition. 

Until  now  the  only  method  of  checking 
placental  function  has  been  by  oestrogen 
determinations  which  are  too  expensive 
for  routine  screen  purposes.  The  new  test 
enables  foetal  distress  to  be  predicted  at 
low  cost  when  a  clinical  prediction  could 
not  have  been  made,  so  that  appropriate 
steps  may  be  taken  to  avoid  anoxia  during 
labour. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  10  seconds 
anoxia  during  delivery  can  lose  the  child 
"two  O-levels"  in  later  life,  and  the 
anoxia  may  result  in  head  or  brain  damage, 
with  the  possibility  of  spasticity,  impair- 
ment of  mental  facilities  or  permanent 
mental  retardation.  Foetal  brain  damage 
through  placental  failure  is  said  to  cost  the 
country  £1.500  millions  a  year  in  terms  of 
hospital  care  and  loss  of  productivity. 

Work  on  HPL  has  been  going  on  at  St 
Bartholomew's  Hospital,  London,  for 
eight  years,  and  a  prospective  study  on 
every  delivery  in  the  hospital  was  under- 
taken to  determine  the  "normal"  serum 
levels. 

The  BW  HCS  kit  costs  £20  and  is 
sufficient  for  about  80  tests  (a  radioactivity 
counter  is  required  equipment). 


Postgraduate  courses 

Chelsea  College,  University  of  London.  Extension 
lectures  on  "Preparation  and  quality  control 
of  parenteral  fluids",  March  14  (afternoon 
and  evening  sessions,  based  on  course  of  six 
lectures  during  the  autumn  term).  Fee  £3.50. 
Applications  to  the  senior  lecturer,  pharmacy 
extension  studies.  Chelsea  College,  University 
of   London.   Manresa   Road,    London  SW3. 

South-east   England   Region,  Pharmaceuticat 
Society.    Residential   refresher  course  for 
pharmacists  on   "The  physiology  and 
pharmacology  of  the  central  nervous  system 
and  some  biopharmacy".  Varley  Hall  of 
Residence.  Brighton  Polytechnic,  April  24-27. 
Details  from  the  course  organiser,  P.  S.  Cowley, 
Department  of  Pharmacy,   Brighton  Polytechnic, 
Lewes  Road,   Moulscoomb,   Brighton  BN2  4GJ. 
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Easily  the  best  way 
to  enjoy  a  quick  profit 

Display  and  sell 

UNICAN 

concentrates  for  winemaking  and  home  brewing 

1973  is  going  to  bea  bumper  year  for  over  1000  Chemists 
who  already  sell  Unican  concentrates.  A  national  promotion 
campaign  in  mass-circulation  journals  is  certain  to  increase 
demand  still  further. 

Unican  for  beer  retails  from  only  52'Ap  to  make  two 
gallons;  Unican  for  wine,  78p  to  make  a  gallon.  All  the 
customer  adds  is  the  yeast  provided,  sugar  and  water.  All  you 
have  to  do  is  mount  the  Unican  display  cases  in  a  prominent 
position  -  they're  very  compact  -  and  wait  for  results.  It's  a 
big  and  growing  market,  with  profits  to  be  made  -  a  full  33'/4% 
from  Monks'. 

Unican  isobtainablefrom  leading  pharmaceutical  whole- 
salers or  direct  from  Monks'  Home  Brews  Ltd. 
Display  cases  available  only  from: 

Monks'  Home  Brews  Ltd., 

VNordrach  House,  Staple  Hill,  Bristol  BS16  4QF. 
The  Associated  Company  of  Grey  Owl  Laboratories 


1mm  ? MOUTH  ULCERSI 

ANTIBIOTICS  &  VITAMINS  LTD.,  01.903  5541 

PARKAR  HOUSE,  BERESFORD  AVENUE,  WEMBLEY.  MIOOX. 


PLASTIC  MEDICINE  SPOON 


5  ml  dose 


Immediate  Delivery;   Low  Prices;   High  Quality. 
Heavy  investment  in  high  volume  capacity  equipment 
enables  us  to  sell  at  low  prices  and  offer  off-the-shelf 
delivery.  Spoons  are  made  to  official  B.S.S.  No.  3221/4. 

ASHW00D  TIMBER  &  PLASTICS  LIMITED. 

Plyfa  House,  Leven  Road,  London,  EI4  OLW  01-987  6461-6343 


The  pleasant 
tasting  and 
effective 
laxative 


FRUIT  FLAVOURED 

LAXATIVES 


«  SHIELD 


Regularly  advertised 
in  Readers  Digest 
and  National 
Women's  Magazines 


Thos.  Guest  &  Go.  Ltd 

Carruthers  Street,  Manchester  M4  7HX 
Telephone:  061  205  2975 
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Market 
News 


ACTIVE  TRADING  IN 
NUTMEG 

London,  February  7:  A  considerable  vol- 
ume of  trading  was  done  in  nutmeg  during 
the  week  although  it  was  mainly  by  Con- 
tinental buyers.  The  West  Indies  quoted 
their  range  at  substantially  higher  prices. 
In  fact  the  rise  was  about  50  per  cent  on 
a  month  ago.  Camphor  powder  was  not 
offering  from  any  of  the  producing  areas. 
Price  alterations  were  noted  in  Cape 
aloes,  cherry  bark,  podophyllum,  Peru 
balsam,  pepper  and  ginger.  New  crop 
buchu  was  quoted  for  March-April  delivery 
spot  supplies  having  mostly  been  taken 
up.  Essential  oils  were  extremely  firm 
with  dealers  and  manufacturers  forecast- 
ing further  rises  particularly  where  the  raw 
material  is  in  short  supply  as  for  instance 
nutmeg. 

Crude  drugs 

Aloes:  (metric  ton)  Cape  primes  £370  spot;  £350 
cif  nominal.  Curacao  (kg)  £710  spot;  £660  cif. 
Balsams:  (kg)  Canada  £4  50  spot;  shipment  £4  40 
cif.  Cobaiba:  BPC  £1-20  Para,  £0-90.  Peru,  £2-30, 
£2-20.  cif.  Tolu:  BP  £1-50. 

Buchu:  Spot  cleared;  March-April  shipment  £210 

cif. 

Camphor:  BP  natural  powder  not  offering  from 
origin. 

Cassia:  Lignea,  broken  £810  metric  ton  cif. 
Cherry  bark:  Spot  £480  metric  ton,  cif. 
Ginger:  (ton)  Cochin,  new  crop  £315,  cif.  Jamai- 
can No.  3,  £890,  cif.   Nigerian  split  £310,  cif. 
peeled  £410,  cif.  Sierra  Leone,  £410,  cif. 
Menthol:  (kg)  Chinese  spot  £6'10;  shipment  £5  85, 
cif.  Brazilian  spot  £380;  shipment  £350,  cif. 
Nutmeg:   (per  ton,  fob)   West  Indian  defectives 
£840,   sound   unsorted   £896,    110's  £1,008,  80's 
£1,120. 

Pepper:  (ton)  Sarawak  black  £440  spot;  £420,  cif; 
white  £615;  £595,  cif. 

Waxes:  (ton)  Bees:  Australian  £670,  cif.  Candella 
£570  on  spot;  £545  cif.  Carnauba  prime  yellow, 
spot  £700;  £640,  cif;  fatty  grey  £400;  £360,  cif. 


Essential  and  expressed  oils 

Almond:  Drum  lots  £0  61  kg. 

Anise:  Chinese  £165  kg  spot;  £1-55,  cif. 

Bergamot:  £9'35-£14  kg  as  to  grade. 

Birch  tar:  Rectified  £2  54  kg. 

Bois  de  rose:  £5  25  kg,  spot;  £5,  cif. 

Buchu:  English  distilled  £210  kg. 

Cade:  Spanish  £0  50  kg. 

Cajuput:  £0  84  kg  on  spot. 

Camphor  white:  Spot  £0  39  kg;  £0  35,  cif. 

Cananga:  Java  Scarce,  £745  kg  spot. 

Caraway:  Imported  £14  kg. 

Cardamom:  English  distilled  £98  85  kg;  Indian  £50. 
Cassia:  Chinese  £2  35  kg  spot. 
Cedarwood:  Kenyan  £1-90  kg. 
Celery:  English  £25  kg;  Indian  £18. 
Chenopodium:  BPC  1959  £7  67  kg. 


Cinnamon:  Ceylon  leaf  £127  kg,  spot,  £123,  cif. 
Seychelles  leaf  rectified  £3,  cif.  Bark,  BP  £2-20; 
English  distilled  bark  £93. 

Clove:    Madagascar    leaf    £130    spot,  shipment 
£1-25.  English-distilled  bud  £17-50. 
Citronella:  Ceylon  spot  £145  kg;  £130,  cif. 
Cod-liver:  BP  in  45-gal  lots  £28  80  naked. 
Coriander:  E8-10-E9  00  kg  as  to  grade. 
Cubeb:  English,  distilled  £14  00  kg. 
Dili :  £6-20  kg  spot. 

Eucalyptus:  Natural  80-85  per  cent  £0  80  kg,  cif. 

Fennel:  Spanish  sweet  £2  09  kg. 

Geranium:  (kg)   Boubon  £15-50;  Congo  £14. 

Ginger:  English  distilled  £45  kg;  Indian  £23. 

Juniper:  Berry  £3  08  kg;  wood  £0  55. 

Lavandin:  £2-76  kg  spot. 

Lavender:  French  from  £4-75  kg. 

Lavender  spike:  From  £2  35  kg  spot. 

Lemon:  Sicilian  £10-£13'25  kg  for  winter  crop. 

Lemongrass:  £2  70  spot,  £2  60,  cif. 

Lime:  West  Indian  £7  45  kg  spot;  £7-15,  cif. 

Mandarin:  £5  85  kg  spot. 

Nutmeg:  English  distilled  from  West  Indian  £15'75; 
from  E.  Indian  £13-55. 

Olive:  Spanish  £415-£424  metric  ton,  cif  £425-£435 
subject  to  licence;  Tunisian  £465-£475,  cif.  Spot 
£510-£520. 

Orange:  Sweet  £0  46  kg  spot. 

Palmarosa:  £7  00  kg  spot,  £6  20,  cif. 

Patchouli:  Spot  £8  50  kg  spot;  £7-£8  25,  cif. 

Pennyroyaf:  £2  kg,  new  crop. 

Pepper:  English  distilled  ex  black  £35  50  kg. 

Peppermint:    (per    kg)    Arvensis    Chinese,  spot 

£2-70;  £2-70,  cif.  Brazilian  £165  spot;  Feb-March 

£1-60,  cif.  American  piperato  from  £6-65,  cif. 

Petitgrain:  Spot  £5-40  kg;  shipment  not  offering. 

Pimento:  Berry  £5  30  kg;  leaf  £4-60. 

Pine:  (kg)  Pumillonis  £1-75;  syvestris  £0-51. 

Rosemary:  Spanish  £190  kg,  scarce. 

Sage:  Spanish  £2  09  kg. 

Sandalwood:   Mysore  spot  £14;   East   Indian  for 
shipment  £13  40  kg,  cif. 
Sassafras:  Spot  £0  54  kg. 

Spearmint:  Chinese  £6'60,  cif.  American  £5-90, 
cif. 

Thyme:  Red  £5  25  kg. 


Coming  events 


Monday,  February  12 

Nottingham   Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Nottingham,  at 
8  pm.  Joint  meeting  with  pharmacy  students. 
Mr  W.  M.  Darling  on  "Britain's  entry  into  Europe 
— the  effect  on  pharmacy". 
Romford  Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Speights  Restaurant,  Gidea  Park,  at  7.30  p.m. 
Dr  H.  S.  Bean  on  "The  microbial  contamination 
of  pharmaceuticals  and  its  control". 
Society  of  Cosmetic  Chemists,  School  of 
Pharmacy,  Brunswick  Square,  London  WC1, 
at  9.30  pm.  One  day  symposium  on  "Some 
surface  chemical  aspects  of  cosmetic  and 
toiletry  products". 

Southampton   Branch,    Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Polygon  Hotel,  Southampton,  at  8  pm. 
Professor  J.   B.  L.  Howell   (professor  of 
medicine.  University  of  Southampton)  on  "The 
Intal  story". 

West  Ham,  Romford  and  South  West  Essex 
Branches,  National  Pharmaceutical  Union, 

Churchill  Room,  Wanstead  Library,  Sprat  Hall 
Road,  Wanstead,  at  8  pm.  Joint  meeting  with 
East  Metropolitan  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Mr  T.  P.  Astill  (deputy  secretary,  NPU) 
on  "VAT". 

Tuesday,  February  13 

Ayrshire  Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society,  Savoy 
Park  Hotel.  Ayr,  at  8  pm.  Mr  D.  Mair  on 
"Reorganisation  of  the  National  Health  Service". 


Cambridgeshire  and   Huntingdonshire  Branches, 
National  Pharmaceutical  Union  and  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Friends'  Meeting  House,  Park 
Street.  Cambridge,  at  8  pm.  Mr  E.  J.  Downing 
(assistant  secretary,   NPU)   on  "VAT". 
Colchester  Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 
Postgraduate   medical   centre,    Essex  County 
Hospital.   Colchester,   at  8  pm.  Speaker  from 
Lay  &  Wheeler  on    "Various  Wines". 
Galen  Group,  Friends'  Meeting  House,  Park 
Lane,  Croydon,  at  8  pm.  Speakers  from  the 
American  Embassy,  on  "America". 
Epsom  and  Sutton  Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  Bourne  Hall,  Ewell,  Surrey,  at  8  pm. 
Mr  T.  P.  Astill   (deputy  secretary,  NPU)  on 
"VAT". 

Isle  of  Thane:  Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Endcliffe  Hotel.  Margate,  at  7.45  pm.  Working 
dinner.   Guest  speaker  Mr  A.    Howells  (a 
member  of  Council). 

South-east    Metropolitan    Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  and  South-east  London  Chemists' 
Association,  Medical  centre,  Lewisham  Hospital, 
Lewisham  High  Street,  London  SE13.  Miss 
Dyer  (assistant  archivist,  Lewisham  council) 
on    "History  of  Lewisham". 


Wednesday,  February  14 

Bournemouth  Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Postgraduate  medical  centre,  Royal  Victoria 
Hospital,  Boscombe,  at  1.15  pm.  Dr  G,  C.  Brill 
on  "Bed  sores ".  Main  committee  room.  The 
New  Hospital,  Poole,  at  1.15  pm.  Mr  R.  W. 
Prince  on  "Ingrowing  toenails — a  new/old 
successful  operative  procedure". 
Galen  Group.  Greyhound  Hotel,  Croydon  at 
7  pm.  Dinner  and  dance. 

Manchester   Pharmaceutical   Association  (junior 
branch),  Woodlands  Hotel,  Wellington  Road, 
Timperley,  at  7.30  pm.  "Valentines  dinner  and 
dance".  Ticket  £2"50  from  Mr  K.  Swann, 
Department  of  pharmacy.  The  University, 
Manchester  M13  9PL. 
Industrial  Group  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
School  of  Pharmacy,   Brunswick  Square, 
London  WC1,  at  7  pm.  Speaker:  Dr  H.  I. 
Hannema  (president,  EEC  industrial  pharmacists 
group) . 

Scottish    Department,    Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Society's  Hall,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  at 
7.45  pm.  Mr  A.  W.  Patterson   (senior  lecturer, 
department  of  pharmacy,   Heriot-Watt  University) 
on  "Prescribing  analysis  by  computer  in 
studies  of  drug  usage". 
West   Hertfordshire   Branch,  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  St  Michael's  Manor  Hotel,  at  9  pm. 
"Pharmacy  forum". 


Thursday,  February  15 

Bristol   Branch,   Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Frenchay  Hospital,  Bristol,  at  7.30  pm.  Dr  J.  S.  M. 
Zorab  on  "Emergency  and  intensive  care". 
Oundee  and  Eastern  Scottish  Branch, 
Pharmaceutical   Society,    seminar   room  G6, 
Tower  extension,  Dundee  University,  at  7.15  pm. 
Professor  J.  Crooks  on  "Survival  in  a  prisoner- 
of-war  camp". 

Liverpool   Branch,    Pharmaceutical  Society, 

Adelphi  Hotel,  Liverpool,  at  8  pm.  Mr  G.  E. 
Appelbe   (secretary,  Statutory  Committee)  on 
"New   medicines  legislation". 
North  London   Pharmaceutical  Association, 
Quaglino's,  Bury  Street,  at  7.30  pm.  Annual 
dinner  and  dance. 

Worthing   Branches,   National  Pharmaceutical 
Union  and  Pharmaceutical  Society,  Beach  Hotel, 
Marine  Parade,  Worthing,  at  8  pm.  Mr  T.  P. 
Astill  (deputy  secretary,  NPU)  on  "VAT". 


Advance  Information 

Worthing  and  West  Sussex  Branch,  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  Warnes  Hotel,  Worthing.  Annual 
dinner  and  dance,  March  7,  at  7  pm.  Ticket 
£3,  from  Mr  B.  Welham-Jones,  78  Oakcroft 
Gardens.  Littlehampton. 


FRILLY  NYLON    PAMTS   Plastic  lined 

FULLY  FASHIONED  BABY  PANTS 

Small.  Medium,  Large,  Ex.  Large,  White  and  Colours 

TIE  PANTS  Also 

Cotsheets,  Plastic  bibs  in  plain  and  nursery  print.  Terry  bibs — Cotsheets. 
Made  in  England  Samples  and  Quotations  from: 

A.  &  H.  HEYMAN  -  H0RNDALE  AVENUE  ™ ■ 
AYCLIFFE  INDUSTRIAL  ESTATE,  CO.  DURHAM  sloV 


INFLUENZA  and  'COMMON  COLD1  TABLETS 
(homoeopathic  formula) 

Pack  of  five  bottles  wholesale  £1.30  inc.  25%  P.T. 
Retail  49p  per  bottle 

from  A.  NELSON  AND  COMPANY  LIMITED 
73  DUKE  STREET,  LONDON,  W1M  6BY 
Telephones  01-629  3118/3105 
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DAILY  MIRROR*  DAILY  EXPRESS 
SUNDAY  PEOPLE -SCOTTISH  DAILY  RECORD 

NEWS  OF  THE  WORLD 
WOMAN-WOMAN'S  OWN 
READER'S  DIGEST 

#  EXCELLENT  BONUS 

*  HIGH  PROFIT 


minnesota  3m  Laboratories  Ltd 

LOUGHBOROUGH     ENGLAND  J". 


recommend 

Plenamins 

the  multi-vitamin  and  multi-mineral  tablet 

for  goodness  sake 


Classified 
Advertisements 


Display  £5.00  per  single  column  inch,  minimum  1  inch 
(1"  x  1§").  i  page  (4f"  x         £45.00.  \  page  (4|"  x 
7"  or  10"  x  3£")  £80.  Whole  page  (10"  x  7")  £140.00. 
Lineage  £0.40  per  line,  minimum  5  lines  @  £2.00. 
Box  Numbers  £0.25  extra. 


Hospital  appointments  Agents 


WALTON  HOSPITAL 
Rice  Lane,  Liverpool  L9  1AE 
Basic  Grade  Pharmacist 

Applications  are  invited  for 
the  post  of  Basic  Grade 
Pharmacist  to  work  in  a  modern 
department  serving  this  busy 
acute  hospital  of  955  beds,  with 
a  large  out-patient  and  Accident 
&  Emergency  commitment.  The 
person  appointed  will  be  required 
to  assist  in  the  introduction  of 
a  new  Ward  Drug  Administra- 
tion Scheme.  This  post  offers 
an  excellent  opportunity  to  those 
with  an  interest  in  a  career  in 
the  hospital  service.  Salary  com- 
mencing at  £1,545  per  annum 
rising  to  a  maximum  of  £1,941 
per  annum. 

Applications  stating  age, 
qualifications,  experience  and  the 
names  and  addresses  of  two 
referees  preferably  present  and 
previous  employers  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Hospital  Secre- 
tary as  soon  as  possible. 


CHASE  FARM  HOSPITAL, 
THE  RIDGEWAY,  ENFIELD,  MIDDX. 
(General  357  beds) 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  PHARMACIST  re- 
quired. Salary  scale  £1884  p.a.  to  £2379 
p.a.  Chase  Farm  Hospital  (approxi- 
mately 12  miles  from  the  centre  of 
London)  is  at  present  being  rebuilt  as 
a  District  General  Hospital,  and  is  a 
designated  Accident  Centre.  Applica- 
tions giving  age,  qualifications,  details 
of  previous  experience  and  names  and 
addresses  |of  two  referees  to  The 
Hospital  Secretary. 


PICOT  PERFUMES 

require  an  active  Agent  for  the 
West  Country  to  service  the 
following  areas  on  a  commis- 
sion basis:  Worcs,  Warks,  Glos, 
Somerset,  Devon,  Cornwall, 
Dorset  and  Wilts.  We  are  look- 
ing for  someone  with  proven 
experience,  and  success,  to 
handle  our  quality  products. 
Please  apply  in  the  first  instance 
by  letter  with  pertinent  informa- 
tion about  yourself  to: 

The  Sales  Manager 
PICOT  LIMITED 
50  Upper  Brook  Street 
London  W1Y  2AE 


Business 
opportunities 


ILFORD  AND  DISTRICT  HOSPITAL 
MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE 

GROUP  PHARMACY 

DEPUTY  CHIEF  PHARMACIST 
V  (GROUP) 

Salary  scale  £1,920/2,430  p.a.  plus  £126 
p.a.  London  Weighting.  Applications  to 
the  Group  Secretary,  King  George 
Hospital,  Eastern  Avenue,  llford,  Essex. 


HERTFORD  COUNTY  HOSPITAL 

North  Road,  Hertford,  Herts. 

SENIOR  PHARMACIST  (Cat. til) 

Applications  invited  for  above  full-time 
post.  Department  responsible  for  pur- 
chase and  issue  of  drugs,  dressings,  and 
surgical  instruments  etc.,  for  above  and 
two  smaller  hospitals.  Whitley  Council 
Salary  and^Conditions.J 

Applications,  giving  details  of  age,  quali- 
fications and  experience,  with  names  of 
two  referees  to  Hospital  Secretary. 


AGENTS 


Urgently  required  in  the  following 
areas : 

SCOTLAND,  YORKSHIRE, 
EAST  ANGLIA,  COUNTIES 
NORTH  OF  LONDON,  selling 
to  stores,  chemists  etc., 
an  established  and  new  range  of 
cosmetics  and  allied  products. 

Please  reply  to  Box  No.  2102 


Optrex 


Opt  rex  Limited,  Manufactur- 
ers of  internationally  known 
Pharmaceutical  Products, 
would  be  interested  in  out- 
right purchase  of  o.t.c.  or 
other  Branded  Chemists' 
Products.  Any  other  reason- 
able basis,  such  as  royalty, 
considered.  Please  write  in 
strict  confidence  to: 

H.  M.  Seward, 
Managing  Director, 
Optrex  Ltd.,  17  Wadsworth 
Road,  Perivale,  Greenford, 
Middlesex  UB6  7JW 
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Situations  vacant 


Overseas 


WHOLESALE  CHEMIST 
SUNDRIES  CASH  &  CARRY 
WAREHOUSE  REQUIRE 

MANAGER  capable  of  organising  and  admini- 
stering East  Midlands  Unit  with  million  pound 
turnover.  Excellent  salary,  bonus  and  conditions 
for  right  man. 

Reply  to  BOX  2094 


EARN  £3,000  IN  YOUR  FIRST  YEAR! 

Selling  in  (1)  Kent,  Surrey,  Sussex  and  South  London  and  area  and 
(2)  Northern  England  and  Scotland,  probably  living  in  Northumber- 
land. This  opportunity  awaits  a  first  class  professional 

SALESMAN 

The  man  selected  will  have  a  mature  outlook  and  be  ableto  develop 
the  business  with  a  minimum  of  supervision.  He  will  be  a  car 
owner. 

We  are  a  fast  expanding  company  selling  household  textiles,  cos- 
metic and  toiletry  bags  and  a  range  of  synthetic  sponges,  to 
Department  Stores,  Cash  &  Carries,  Wholesale  and  Multiple 
Chemists. 

Training  is  given  and  your  effort  in  the  field  is  well  supported. 
Remuneration  is  by  £1000  retainer  plus  commission. 

Apply  in  writing  H.  A.  Bodger,  CONSUMER  PRODUCTS 
(MARKETING)  LTD.,  31  Asmuns  Hill,  London  NW11  6ES 


SCOTLAND.  George,  Orridge  require 
additional  Stocktaking  staff  from 
their  Glasgow  Office.  Previous  ex- 
perience an  advantage.  Substantial 
salary,  and  bonus.  Five-day  week. 
All  expenses  paid.  Lady  applicants 
considered.  Apply  J.  D.  Roy,  George, 
Orridge,  20  Renfrew  St.,  Glasgow 
G2  3BW.  Tel.  041  332  7977. 


Business 
for  sale 


WEST  END,  first  class  position. 
Modern  fitting,  regular  and  passing 
trade.  Opportunity  exists  for  fur- 
ther expansion  in  all  departments. 
Interested  parties  should  write  to 
Box  No.  2099. 


DRUG  STORE 

on  busy  main  road. 

Lease  12  years  to  run.  Lease  and 

Business  for  sale  as  going 
concern  (due  to  ill  health).  Details 
from  Agents,  Brown  &  Merry, 
128  High  Street,  Berkhamsted 
(Tel:  5421),  Herts. 


Situations 
wanted 


COSMETICS  /  Toiletries  /  Sundries. 
Experienced  representative  sales- 
man will  promote-sell-demonstrate 
your  products.  Specialist  training  in 
cosmetics  and  perfumery.  Own  car. 
Free-lance.  Retainer  plus  commis- 
sion. Box  No.  2101. 


REPRESENTATIVE  to  promote  new 
range  of  machines  about  to  be 
offered  to  pharmacies  and  hospitals, 
required  for  country-wide  repre- 
sentation. Man  or  woman  would  be 
considered  and  knowledge  of 
pharmacy  practice  advantageous. 
Apply  Mrs.  Barker,  C.  E.  King  Ltd., 
41  London  Street,  Chertsey,  Surrey. 
FREE  LANCE  REPRESENTATIVE 
wanted  to  sell  German  Dietetic  Pro- 
ducts and  various  types  of  Massage 
Machines. — Lozinski  Limited,  65  St. 
Augustines  Avenue,  Wembley,  Middx. 


Trade  marks 


THE  TRADE  MARK  No.  422916 
consisting  of  the  word  SUNOXOL 
and  registered  in  respect  of 
"Chemical  substances  prepared  for 
use  in  medicine  and  pharmacy,  but 
not  including  soap  and  not  includ- 
ing any  goods  of  a  like  kind  to 
soap",  was  transferred  on  the  22nd 
December,  1971,  by  Ugine  Kuhlmann 
of  10  Rue  due  General  Foy,  Paris, 
France.  to  Produits  Chimiques 
Ugine  Kuhlmann  of  25  Boulevard  de 
L'Amiral-Bruix,  Paris-16e,  France. 
WITHOUT  THE  GOODWILL  OF  THE 
BUSINESS  IN  WHICH  IT  WAS  THEN 
IN  USE. 


Wanted 


URGENTLY  REQUIRED,  all  items 
connected  with  old-fashioned  Phar- 
macies.— Runs  of  drug  drawers,  shop 
rounds,  iars,  etc. — Telephone  Ash- 
tead  (Surrey)  72319  or  write  Robin 
Wheeler,  'Maplehurst',  Park  Lane. 
Ashtead,  Surrey. 


PH  ARM  A  DOR  (PTY)  LTD 

ANALYTICAL  CHEMIST 

required  by  an  expanding  company  manufacturing  a  range  of 
pharmaceutical  preparations 

The  Work 

Analysisofawiderange  of  raw  materials  and  finished  products 

Development  of  improved  analysis  methods 

Assisting  in  new  product  development 

The  Applicant 

Should  have  drive  and  initiative 

Should  be  experienced  in  the  above  mentioned  fields 

The  Benefits 

We  offer  a  competitive  salary  with  fringe  benefits  and 

the  opportunity  for  advancements 

Apply: 

The  Managing  Director,  PH  ARM  ADOR  (PTY)  LTD.,  P.O.  Box  422, 
EAST  LONDON,  SOUTH  AFRICA 


For  sale 


FOR  SALE 

Brand  new,  automated  tablet 
packing  equipment  (King). 

(a)  Cotton  Wooler. 

(b)  Securitainer  capping  and 
bottle  shiving. 

(c)  Bottle  unscrambler. 

(d)  Self  adhesive  labeller. 

Phone  01-539  0615,  or  write  to 
Mr.  J.  K.  Joy,  Factory  Manager, 
Harker  Stagg  Limited,  6  Argall 
Avenue,  Leyton,  E.I0. 


FOR  SALE.  Large  quantities  of 
ethicals  at  greatly  reduced  prices, 
owing  to  change  in  ownership  of 
business.   Box  No.  2100. 


Ul=ld=J  =  IeJdl 


For  premature  ejaculation.  Retail  75p 
per  tube  Wholesale  £2.50  carton 
of  6.  Post  paid  c.w.o.  from: 

LLOYDS  SURGICAL  DEPT  LTD. 
COMMERCIAL  ROAD,  PORTSMOUTH 

Showcard  free  on  request. 


ONE  SIZE  TIGHTS.  £110  per  dozer 
slightly  imperfect.  Perfects  from  £14 
per  dozen.  Minimum  order  £12  overal 
Tax  paid.  Carriage  free.  Price  Lis 
Edward  Kaye  Ltd.  Coventry  Houss 
South  Place,  London  EC2. 

FOR  SALE  space  maker  rotating  ac 
justable  shelving  display.  Cost  £13' 
£80  o.n.o.  Telephone  01-807  4698 


Shopfittings 


Low  Cost 
Unit 

Shopfronts 

600  Designs  j 


Take 
36 

Months 
To  Pay 


♦  In  Anodised  Aluminium 

♦  Built  In  Illuminated  signs 
0  Available  from  stock 

♦  Installed  In  2  Day* 
on  most  sites 

UNIT  SHOPFRONTS  LTD 

9  Aintree  Road   Perivale  Middlesex 

PHONE=01-997-9943/7 


24  HOUR  REFITS.  No  trade  loss  ar- 
rangements. Your  shop  replanned 
free.  Show  shops  available  for  view- 
ing in  the  London  area.  Cash  Cre- 
dit. Rental.  S.  G.  Clark,  Kytes 
House,  Watford,  WD2  6NT.  Tel: 
01-703  9285,  or  Garston,  Herts. 
79151  any  time. 


Miscellaneous 


SHOPFRONTS  and  interior  fittings 
by  Chemist  Specialists.  WARWICK 
SHOPFITTING.  20  Rudd  Street. 
London.  SE18  6RS.  Tel:  01-854 
0343. 


Please  address  Box  No. 

replies  to:  Box  No  

CHEMIST  &  DRUGGIST 
25  New  Street  Square 
LONDON,  EC4A  3JA 


FASHION  JEWELLERY 

Jodez  (Manchester)  Ltd. 
9  Sugar  Lane  &  34  Shudehlll 
Manchester   4.    DEAnsgate  6565 

Largest  and  most  exclusive 
selection  of  Necklets,  Brooches, 
Chainbelts,  Dress  Rings,  Ear- 
rings (all  types),  Hair-Orna- 
ments, etc.  Limited  quantity  of 
clearing  lines  available,  parcels 
from  £5.00  and  upwards. 


Agencies 


AGENCIES  WANTED  by  early  retire 
area  rep.  25  years  strong  live  coi 
nection,  chemists,  stores,  etc.  Mai 
Chester,  S.E.  Lanes  and  Cheshin 
Excellent   refs.   Box  No.  2095. 
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William  Ransom  is  a  very  keen  gardener 


A  scientific  gardener,  who 
grows  and  imports  large 
quantities  of  raw  materials  - 
processes  them  to  perfection, 
and  supplies  you  with 
galenicals  of  which  he  is 


justifiably  proud. 

When  you've  been  in 
business  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  four  years  and  remained 
completely  independent  - 
you've  got  to  be  good. 


HITCHIN  •  HERTFORDSHIRE  •  ENGLAND 
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Stock 

new-formula 

CI1  it 

Fancy  having  the  time  of  your  life 
for  a  fortnight  in  sun-soaked  Bermuda? 
Enter  the  great  Cidal  'Make  a  Match' 
Competition  -  you'll  find  an  entry 
form  in  every  case  of  new-formula 
Cidal  -  and  this  star  prize  could  be 
YOURS.  Order  stocks  of  Cidal  right 
away  from  your  wholesaler,  get  your 
entry  forms. 

We've  given  Cidal  soap  new  medical 
ingredients  -  it  now  contains  a  gentle 


W  ^7  ^  ^ 


4i 


and  extremely  effective  germicide  calk 
Irgasan.  We've  given  it  more  latherir 
power.  A  new  shape.  A  new  colour.  A  nej 

eye-catching  pac 
And  to  make  sure  everybody  knows  i 
this,  we've  got  a  huge,  nation- wic 
advertising  campaign  ready  to  brea 
we're  sending  mailings  to  doctors  ar 
we've  prepared  special  point-of-sa 
material  for  big  extra  impac 
Order  stocks  of  new-formu 
Cidal  today  -  a  lot 
customers  wanting  Cidal  w: 
be  coming  your  way,  ar 
inside  every  case  you 
find  an  entry  form  for  01 
great  'Make  a  Mate 
Competitio: 
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Find  mil  mnrr 

iihnut  nru-fnrmula  CIIIAL 

Contact  J.  Bibby  and  Sons  Ltd. , 
Richmond  House, 
1  Rumford  Place,  Liverpool 
L3  900-  Tel.  051-236  6671 


